THE NATIONAL HORSE SHOW.

"It's an ill wind that blows nobody good;” and
let the press, comic and otherwise, deride anglo-
mania as it may, the good effects of this same craze
are plainly visible in some directions. ~Since Richard
Ten Broeck won the Cesarewitch Stakes with Prioress
in 1857, since the victories of Foxhall and Iroquois,
no one has doubted that the race-horses of America
are in every respect equal to the English standard.
But the same can scarcely have been said of the car-
riage-horses, hacks, cobs, and ponies, while until a
comparatively recent date the hunter, in the English
acceptation of the term, was unknown. The rankest
“laudator temporis acti,” who took a stroll in Madi-
son Square Garden during the horse-show week, would
not venture to deplore “the good old days” as far
as horseflesh is concerned. %—‘he revalence of the
“bang” tail and hog mane may o?fend the eye of
some, and when such treatment is carried out on an
elephantine dray-horse-as was the case with some
of the exhibits-the result is truly absurd. But the
sporting, capable class of horse with the best of
action, whicﬁ was so well represented-more so than
in any previous year-must of necessity have favor-
ably impressed the true disciple of horseflesh.

%he exhibition was very good—in some cases ex-
tremely so-and in a rising scale from Mr. Pierre Loril-
lard’s lz,app family of Shetlands up to Mr. A. Palmer
Morewood’s colossal Clydesdale “Marlborough,”
there were shapes and sizes to please every eye.
From East, West, North, and South they came to
constitute this goodly array, and in some cases laurels
gained in English show rings were supplemented with
American honors.

In the high-jumping, however, as in former years,
lay the special feature of the show. When it is pos-
sible for green hunters—save the mark!'—to be put
to jump gft. 6 in., even though it prove somewhat
beyond their powers, it may wel%make even old horse-
men open their eyes, and wonder where this emula-
tion will stop.  Such feats have never been accom-
plished or indeed attempted in England, but in the
New York Show the standard rises year by year, and
the record, unlike that of trotting, is aﬁ, the time
being broken. The jump of 6 ft. ¢/8 in., accom-
Plished by Mr. F. Gebhardt's “Leo,” ridden by
‘Pete” Smith, the only man who can induce this
wonderful horse to put forth his powers, and Messrs.
Durland & Co.’s “Filemaker,” ridden by that grace-
ful rider, Mr. McGibbon, is something which, unless
one has seen it done, he receives with doubting ears.
The riding and driving was very good. In the latter
department, Mr. F. Asshenden, as usual, distin-

guished himself. He drove in every competition
which enters into his province, with such success that
only on one occasion did he leave the ring without a
“ribbon.”

The management of the show was very well con-
ducted, and with the exception of some complaintsof
dampness-which was attributable to Jupiter Pluvius
and not to the management-there were no grounds
for objection. The health of the horses was ex-
cellent, the veterinary department under Drs. Car-
mody and Field left nothing to be desired, and the
equine visitors left the Garden after their week’s so-
journ in strange quarters in no way the worse for

their experience. %« % SPORTING Tramp.
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PLAIN TALK ABOUT STEEPLE-CHASING.

For several years past the steeple-chase associa-
tions and hunt clubs have been making strenuous
efforts to raise the cross-country branch of racing to
its proper level.  Five years ago steeple-chasing was
a byword and a reproach. ~The scandalous and
open swindles that took place at some of the large
tracks were a disgrace, and the managers of these
tracks sat with folded hands while the press exposed
the swindles and urged them to do something or ex-
punge altogether the cross-country farces from the
programme, but nothing was done.  The truth is the
managers did not understand steeple-chasing, and
woul(? not learn, and yet it was too lucrative a branch
to expunge, as the public enjoyed the excitement and
liked to see the accidents and falls.

About four years ago the members of the Rock-
away Hunt Club formed the Rockaway Steeple-chase
Association, and with the Meadow Brook Hunt Club
as well as members of all the other hunt clubs. joined
in trying to raise the level of steeple-chasing. = That
they were successful is shown by the records. What
the cost was to their private purses they themselves
only know, It is hardly to the credit of the general
public or to the society element in New York, that
associations of this kind that provide honest and
fair sport, should lose thousands at each meeting.
Naturally the members object to this continual drain,
and a CKange of some kind will have to be made.
Neither the Rockaway Steeple-chase Association nor
the Country Club Steeple—cEase Association can con-
tinue running at a loss any longer.

It might be well, however, to analyze the reason
for the loss. When in 1886, the future of racing in
this State was jeopardized and politicians were en-
deavoring to stop the sport for purposes of their own,
the leading men of both these associations cheerfull
lent a helping hand and worked to get the Pool biﬁl



362

through.  Their endeavors were successful. ~Racing
was limited to the dates between May 15 and Oc-
tober 15. So far so good. Then came the question
of the dates for the respective meetings, and the large
associations at once seized all they could get. The

rincipal sinner in this respect has been the §rooklyn
fockey Club, which has sEown great precocity in its
grabbing propensities during the short time it has
been in existence. Not content with taking the days
the Rockaway people wanted, the Brooklyns en-
croached on f::rome Park’s dates and wanted those
also. The Country Club Association had to deal
with Jerome, and found that association very fair
and open about its dates. No attempt was made to
“grab,” and every help was cheerfully given that
could be. The weather, however, knocked out the
Country Club Association, and also took a hand in
marring the chances of the Rockaway, which, buffeted
on all sides, lost money steadily. Now for the cure.
The Steeple-chase Associations will have to reduce
their meetings to the level of hunt races, pur et sim-
ple. with cups and very small money added-with
perhaps one large handicap of $1,000 at most, and
wait for better times. Another afternative is to in-
duce the Legislature to alter the Pool bill in such a
way that steeple-chasing may commence in New York
State on May I and end on Nov. I, thus giving
the Association a month to hold their meetings. The
third remedy would be to discontinue the meetings
altogether, a course which would be very regrettable.
The Rockaway people have an expensive plant at
Cedarhurst, and the Country Club is making arrange-
ments for something of the same kind. ~Some meas-
ures will have to be taken to protect their interests as
well as those of the other hunting clubs.

C. S. PeLuamM-CLINTON
* %
*

THE GAME OF LACROSSE.

THEe season which closed November 1 has not
been so productive of good results as those interested
in the success of Canada’s national game anticipated.
Certain innovations, which were introduced last
spring and promised well, have proved to be im-

racticable. ~ Then, again, the splitting of the old
F\Iational Association into two minor leagues has
not brought about closer relationship between the
clubs. ot one of the New England clubs has sig-
nified its intention of joining the Eastern Association.
A local championship series and a few games with
outside clubs have satisfied them.

The Western Association, and its doings during
the first season of its existence, remain unknown to
the lacrosse men in the East. For some reason
efforts to bring about cordial relations between the
two sections of the country have failed. The West-
ern men appear to think that enough deference is not
paid them on account of their possession of the Na-
tional Championship, which was gained, not on the
field, but on paper.

The Brooklyn Club will have the honor of being
the champion club until 1889. It has made astonish-
ing strides forward. [Faithful practice and attention
to team-play has made it a strong organization.
The Staten Island Club, on the other hand, may
safely be relied upon making every effort next
sprin% to regain the coveted honor which so long
was theirs.

The other clubs in the Eastern Association—Phila-
delphia, Baltimore, Jersey City, Staten Island Cricket
Club—have not done much "during the summer, ex-
cept to build up their organizations. There is every

OUTING FOR JANUARY.

indication, however, that the season of 1869 will
witness some exciting games.

That nothing encourages so much as success, is
seen in the vigor and enthusiasm with which Prince-
ton, the champion of the College League, has gone
to work since the opening of college. Usually the
lacrosse men do very little in the fall in the way of
practice.  But this year, intent upon again winning
the championship in 1889, class games have been
played, and the 8niversity team has also had several
games with outside clubs. This has not escaped
Harvard, her most dangerous rival. The Crimson has
repeatedly called upon the college to give better sup-
port to the lacrosse team, which has at times been
almost the only one to bring back a championship.
In the spring the time is too limited to get the men
into first-class condition, and fall and winter work
should be indulged in when possible.

Lehigh is thoroughly delighted with lacrosse, and
Cornell is taking it up. \%illiams is considering
whether it will not draw too many men from the
other sports, and other colleges and schools are
getting ready to introduce the game. This is very
gratifying.  To play the game well requires so much
attention to training, and such thorough self-com-
mand, that, as a mere matter of discipline, it ought to
be recommended; besides, no game 1s more exciting,
and certainly none more graceful

J. C. GernDT.
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RABBIT COURSING.

For every man who owns a greyhound, at least a
dozen own some kind of a terrier. The terrier is
essentially man’s companion among all the dogs.
Bright, intelligent, and full of spirits, he also has the
hapgy knack of knowing how to make his presence
unobtrusive.  Among the many breeds which have at
the present day attained popularity, the fox-terrier is
Jacile 14m*inme’px, and of late years owners have be-
thought themselves of a good plan to avail themselves
of the natural instinct of the dog. The fox-terrier is
naturally possessed of a speed out of proportion to
his looks, and since “the nature of the beast” is to
Eursue anything in the line of game or vermin, he

as readily fallen in with man’s scheme to course the
rabbit with his aid.

The advantages of this sport over coursing with
greyhounds arc many. The grounds have not to be
so spacious or complete; the dogs are not so expen-
sive, either in initial cost, maintenance, or elaboration
of training; impromptu matches can be easily
arranged, and, especially in this country, the difficulty
of supplying the requisite quarry for greyhounds%
obviated. The rabbit, on the contrary, is fairl
plentiful in the Eastern States, and a goodly suppl)),f
of them is generally forthcoming. The meetings
that have hitherto been held have been very success-
ful, and it is a cause of great satisfaction to all
sportsmen that the recent case at Hempstead reached
such a favorable termination.

This sport has not as yet, in America, gone beyond
the limits of the select circle which patronizes polo
and fox-hunting; but no real reason exists why this
should he so. The writer has witnessed and taken
part in very successful impromptu coursing-matches
in the South, where the intentions of the dogs were
better than their looks or breeding. It is, in fact, a
sport open to every man who owns a decent terrier,
and as such it is regarded in many parts of England,
where the farmers will not only allow but will take
part in matches run over their land.

SpoRTING TRAMP.
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