THE DISSENSION IN THE ATHLETIC
WORLD.

SoMmE time since OuTING entered into communi-
cation with the various gentlemen who are taking
leading parts in the serious disruption which has
shaken the athletic world of America to its very
centre. For some reason best known to those ad-
dressed, the majority of these gentlemen have not
seen fit to favor us with their views on the situation.
We have, however, been placed in a position to give
the public some extracts from what appears to us to
be an impartial review of the facts, from the Union’s
side of the question. We quote as follows :

“In 1879 the New York Athletic Club decided to
give up the management of the Amateur Champion-
ship Meeting, so successfully established by it three
years previously. This course was taken because it
brought a great deal of additional work on the officers
of the club, and although the games had been profit-
able to the organization, its of%lcers no longer desired
to be continually appealed to for decisions and rulings
upon athletic matters. For these reasons the N. é
A. C. was willing to relinquish the conduct of the
championship games to properly organized associa-
tions of clubs.

Thus it came about that in the spring of 1879 the
National Association of Amateur Athletes of America
was organized. In 1880 we find the list of clubs
that were members numbered twenty-one. In 188
we find that this number had sunk to twelve, an
in 1887 it was still twelve, while the New York Ath-
letic Club, “through some personal club trouble,”
had resigned in 188s.

“With these facts before us it can readily be seen
that although the Association may have been, and
no doubt was, national some years ago, it failed to
keep Ii)qace with many of the leading clubs during the
F\?st three or four years. Some of these, notably the

ew York and Staten Island Athletic clubs, made
such rapid strides that not only were meetings given
that were far superior to the championships, %ut also
‘many championship of America events were given
by them and at their expense, among them %eing
t]Ze boxing, wrestling, swimming, general gymnas-
tic, general athletic, etc.

“In 1887 the Athletic Club of the Schuylkill
Navy started the Amateur Athletic Union of the
U. Vg.” The why and wherefore of its inception is
thus accounted for. “The first time the A. C. S. N.
particiEated in any other athletic competition than
those held under its own management was in Feb-
ruary, 1886, when a number of entries were made in
the championship boxing and wrestling tournament
given under the auspices of the New York Athletic
Club, at Tammany Hall, New York. Of the three
representatives of the A. C. S. N. at this competition,
one, Mr. Charles A. Clark, won the championship at
feather-weight boxing, and another, Dr. J, K. Shell,

was fortunate enough to meet Joe Ellingsworth in

the middle-weight boxing class; the latter, it was
learned just in time to enter a protest, was so tainted
with professionalism as to render his presence at an
amateur competition preposterous. The protest
a%ainst Ellingsworth was made by Captain Huneker
of the A. C. S. N. to the New York Athletic Club,
by whom he was referred to the National Associa-
tion of Amateur Athletes of America for a decision
as to Ellingsworth’s standing. The latter associa-
tion refused to take any action, claiming that they
had no jurisdiction in the matter.

“The inconsistent part of the National Associa-
tion’s action in this matter is the fact of its having
refused to take any action in this instance and claim-
ing that it had no jurisdiction, while many will un-
doubtedly remember that sufficient jurisdiction was
claimed in the cases of the wrestlers who were dis-
qualified about six months previous for competing
at unapproved meetings.

“From the time of this occurrence dates the desire
of the A. C. S. N. to see formed an association
national in character, which would take cognizance
of and exercise jurisdiction over all kinds and classes
of athletic sports over which no recognized associa-
tion already in existence, exercised special author-
i?/. This, together with the sincere wishes of the
club to contribute by every means within their
power to an effort to exclude from the amateur
ranks the semi-professional, ‘tough’ and ‘shady’
element which has proved so great a detriment to
the natural growth and popularity of all true ama-
teur sport, dwarfed its possibilities and rendered
competition in many of its classes obnoxious to gen-
tlemen, are the reasons which mainly influenced the
A. C. S. N. to request the New York Athletic Club,
which organization was not a member of the Na-
tional, to join in a call for a meeting of all the
recognizedJ amateur athletic organizations of the
United States to consider the formation of a new
association.

“The meeting of such a body and its outcome is
a matter of athletic history. rom this convention
emanated the Amateur Athletic Union. From the
inception of the Union the A. C. S. N. at once be-
came prominent in its councils, one of its delegates,
Mr. \R/ H. McMillan, being unanimously elected
president of the new association.

“When the circular calling for a meeting of all
the clubs to consider the formation of an association
was received by the Staten Island A. C., a letter
was at once sent to Mr. John F. Huneker, captain
of the A. C. of the Schuykill Navy, inquiring what
club was at the bottom ofythis move, an(é what were
the ideas and reasons in forming such an organiza-
tion. The reply, as received, was read to the Board
of Directors, and, after satisfying themselves as to
its honesty and advisability, a committee with power
was appointed, consisting of President J. W. Ed-
wards, Secretary W. C. Davis, Treasurer G. M.
Mackellar, and Director F. W. Janssen.
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“This entire committee attended the first meeting
of the A. A. U. After carefully noting and satisfy-
ing themselves on every point, they unanimously
decided to join; so the ?taten Island"A. C. at once
became a member of the Union.

“Later on, the Union showed so many advan-
tages over the National, and had so many respec-
ta%le clubs in it, its affairs being conducted on so
much better and more business-like principles, that
after duly considering the case, the Staten Island
A. C. sent its resignation to the National Associa-
tion. When the Union selected September 19, 1888,
at Detroit, as the date and place o\g their champion-
ship of America games, the National scheduled its
similar meeting for September 15, 1888, at New
York, and, in order to detract from the Detroit meet-
ing, empowered the Missouri Athletic Club of St.
Louis to hold a Western championship on its
grounds September 9. The Union, to show its
strength, at once authorized the Chicago Athletic
Club to hold a Western championship meeting on
its grounds September 1, in order to establish a set
of Western champions for 1888 before the National
meeting could be held.

“As time went by, the Union representatives
considered the advisability of taking some final
action in the matter, and, after some six weeks de-
liberation, at a meeting held August 25, 1888,
unanimously passed the following resolution :

“Resolved, That any amateur athlete competing
in any openamateur games in the United States not
governed by rules approved by the Amateur Athletic
Union, shall be debarred from competing in any
games held under the rules of the Amateur Athletic
Union.  This resolution shall take effect imme-
diately.’

“The idea was to have the Western clubs and
athletes recognize but one championship meeting of
the West (that of the A. A. U. at Chicago).

“The National (or rather now the Manhattan A.
C.) found it impossible to hold its championshiﬁ
meeting in New York, owing to the fact that a
the athletes, with very few exceptions outside the
Manhattan Club, belonged to Union clubs, and
would not compete under the National rules; so a
cable was sent by the Manhattans to the Irish
Gaelic Team to the effect that the meeting had been
postponed until October 6 in order to allow them to
compete.

“In the West the two championship meetings
were held, and those athletes who took part at tge
St. Louis National meeting were debarred from com-
peting at the Detroit Union games.

“The Union Board held a full meeting of the Ex-
ecutive Committee at Detroit, on September 18, 1888,
when the above resolution was again unanimously
?pproved of. The committee also unanimously re-
used to rescind the same or to reinstate any of the
athletes who competed at the St, Louis National
meeting.

“The so-called National meeting held in New
York city, on October 13, 1888, was, with very few
exceptions, between the teams of the Irish Gaelic
Association and the Manhattan Athletic Club

“At the Detroit mcetin%{of the Union, a com-
mittee consisting of Otto Ruhl, James E. Sullivan,
and Fred W. Janssen was appointed, with power to
confer with Mr. Cullinan, the manager of the Irish
team. To him, after explaining matters, the follow-
ing proposition was made, on condition that his
team should not recognize the National Association

as an_ authorized body to give a championship of

American meeting, viz. : The

A. A. U. would give
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his team a testimonial meeting whenever he desired;
would give all the American and Irish championship
events, and an all-round competition. His associa-
tion was to take all the gate receipts over and above
expenses, and the following guarantees were made
for tickets : Staten Island Athletic Club, $500; N.Y.
Athletic Club, $500; Pastime Athletic Club, $200.

“This offer was refused by Mr. Cullinan, and be
wrote a letter to the Secretary of the Union asking
that the resolution be not enforced so far as his
team was concerned.  As a similar request was
made at Detroit on behalf of the Western athletes,
and Messrs. Schifferstein and Pursell of the Olympic
Club, San Francisco, and refused, no action was
taken. The request could not have been granted
owing to the fact that the Irish team seemed bound
by contract to the Manhattan A. C., and paid little
or no attention to the Union’s propositions.

“The National published on its official circular
the following Executive Committee: President,
Wialton Storm, Manhattan A. C.; vice-president,
Wm. Halpin, Olympic A. C.; secretary, C. H.
Mapes, Intercollegiate A. C.; treasurer, W. C.
Rowland, Staten Island A. C.; S Safford,
American A. C.; W. G. Hegeman, Nassau A. C,;
Geo. S. Rhoades, Missouri A. A. A,; and on the
Games Committee, W. C. Rowland, Staten Island
A. C; Walton Storm, Manhattan A. C.; W. G.
Hegeman, Nassau A. C.

“Now, the following delegates and clubs men-
tioned on the Executive Committee were not mem-
bers of the National, viz.: Vice-President, William
Halpin, Olympic A. C.; treasurer, W. C. Row-
land, Staten Island A. C.; S. A. Safford, American
A. C; W. G. Hegeman, Nassau A. C,; and of the
Games Committee: W. C. Rowland, Staten Island
A. C; and W. G. Hegeman, Nassau A. C., the
clubs having resigned and joined the Amateur Ath-
letic Union. This left on the Executive Board of
the so-called National: President Walton Storm,
Manhattan A. C.; secretary, C. H. Mapes, Inter-
collegiate A. A., and George S. Rhoades, Missouri
A. A. A., with Walton Storm on the Games Com-
mittee. On both the circulars and postal-cards,
issued respectively under dates of September 3 and
September 18 by the so-called National, were found
no names whatsoever, nor did the parties left claim
any more members. Therefore, the following articles
taken from the constitution and by-laws of the so-
called N. A. A. A. A. proved beyond a doubt to any
fair-minded person that such an association was
virtually out of existence since the resignations of
afore-mentioned organizations, to wit:

CONSTITUTION.—ARTICLE I11.
Membership.

The membership of this association shall be
limited to amateur athletic clubs, and any associate
club not giving at least one public outdoor athletic
meeting each year, to consist of not less than five
games, open to all amateurs, shall pay a fine of
twenty-five dollars, to be paid at or before the next
annual meeting, and in default of such payment
such club shall forfeit its membership.

And the Intercollegiate Athletic Xssociation may
become a member of this association, such Inter-
collegiate Association to be deemed an amateur ath-
letic club for all purposes herein.

ARTICLE VI.
Application  for Membership.

Any amateur athletic club desiring to join the as-
sociation shall send to the secretary an application
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for membership, a copy of its constitution and by-
laws, and a list of its officers and members. The
secretary shall submit this application to each mem-
ber of the Executive Committee in turn, and these
members shall endorse their decision.  The approval
of seven members of the Executive Committee shall
be necessary to constitute an election.

BY-LAWS.—ARTICLE III.
Meetings.

The annual meeting of the Executive Committee
shall be held at the close of the annual meeting of
the association. ~ Special meetings of the Executive
Committee shall be called by the secretary either at
the written request of three members of the com-
mittee or by order of the president, and one week’s
notice of said meeting shall be sent to every mem-
ber of the committee. At all meetings of the corn-
mittee five members shall constitute a quorum.

“By the first it is proven that the Intercollegiate
Association was but a single organization in the
so-called National Association. The second shows
that it was necessary to have seven members of the
Executive Committee present in order to elect a new
club to membership, and the third that there should
have been five members present to hold a meeting.
As the so-called N. A. A. A. A. had not been able
to hold a meeting or transact business under its own
constitution and by-laws, the organization in the
Union refused to recognize the existence of the so-
called National Association of Amateur Athletes of
America, and in so doing stated that the respective
clubs comprising the Union positively denied having
in any way boycotted the Irish Gaelic Team, owing
to the fact that the latter simply joined with the
Manhattan and Missouri Athletic clubs in prefer-
ence to the Amateur Athletic Union which was com-
posed of twenty-seven leading associations.

“The M. A. C. Chronicle of October, 1888, pub-
lished the following clubs as having had delegates
Ercsent at the so-called National’s annual meeting

eld about October 13: Missouri A. A. A., St.
Louis; Manhattan A. C., New York City; Star
A. C., Long Island City; West Side A. C., New
York City; Allerton A. C., New York City; and
Intercollegiate A. A.

“The .%llerton A. C. was organized in Septem-
ber, 1886, by members of the Manhattan K C.
Mr. G. M. L. Sacks is treasurer, and Mr. G. M. L.
Sacks of the Manhattan A. C. represents the club
on the so-called National Association’s Executive
Committee. ~ Of late the Manhattan A. C. men
have organized several so-called athletic clubs in
order to swell the list of clubs belonging to the so-
called National Association, and in the M. A. C.
Chronicle of November, 1888, we find Walton
Storm, G. M. L. Sacks and Fred A. Ware, three
well-known. M. A. C. men on the Executive Com-
mittee of the so-called National Association, and
probably two or three others of which it is not posi-
tive.

“None of the so-called National clubs own any
property, except the land which Mr. Walton Storm
of the M. A. C. lately purchased for about $160,-
000, on which it is proposed to build a club-house.
We, therefore, arrive at the following totals :
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National Club. Membership. Property.
Manhattan A.C. . . . . 400 None.
Missouri A. A. A. . . . 200 "
Star A.C.. . . . . . 6o "
West Side A. C. . . . 40 "
Allerton A. C. . . . . 50 "
Entire National 750 Nothing.

“The so-called National during the past year has
given the St. Louis championship meeting, New
York championship meeting, and a ten-mile cham-
pionship run. (The New York meeting was twice
postponed and the ten-mile run was also postponed.)

Union Clubs. Membership. Property.
New York A.C. . . 2,500 $410,000
New York Turn Verein 2,500 150,000
A. C. of Schuylkill Navy . . 680 85,000
Staten Island A. C. . ~. .goo 85,000
Columbia A. C. (Wash.) . . 400 65,000
Orange A. C. . . . . . 65 60,000
Detroit A.C. . . . . 500 35,000
New Jersey A. C. . . . 500 35,000
Flushing A. C. 200 25,000
Jersey City A. C. 500 35,000
Berzeley A, C. 250 225,000
Eleven Union Clubs out of
membership of 29 . . 9,580 $1,210,000

“During the past ten months of the A. A. Us
existence, six championship meetings have been
given, namely :

“Boxing, wrestling and fencing championships;
general gymnastic championships; swimming cham-
pionships; Chicago Western championships; De-
troit American championships; New York indoor
American championships.”

The programme for the coming year, arranged
by the K . U., is most extensive and comprises a
really notable list of events.

“In view of all these facts it can readily be seen
that the Amateur Athletic Union has done more
during its short period of existence to encourage and
foster athletic sports than the National has done in
almost its entire history of ten years. The Union
has nationalized athletics, and has proved itself to
be national in character. It is composed of more
and stronger clubs than the National, and it has not
only come to stay, but also to make itself felt
throughout the entire United States.”

In regard to the personal attacks made upon the
leading spirits of the Union by the Manhattan
Athletic Club Chronicle, we do not propose to say
anything. We pass them by with the remark that
“agflse is not argument,” and that such indiscrim-
inate scattering of verbal mud can further no cause.

In conclusion, we wish to remark that the evil
effects of this disruption are already becoming ap-

e » -
parent. “Union is strength,” and the following fact
shows that the athletic world is losing its unity :

“A Western Association has now been formed
with a view to governing the sport solely in the
West, To further this cause, the Missouri Club re-
signs from the N. A. A. A. A. and the Union, while
the Wanderers of Chicago club resigned from the
A AU
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