MY BOAT.

Tuesday and Thursday of each week and
also Thursday evening, and having an in-
formal dance once each month. At these
times all privileges are free to ladies, and
numerous groups enjoy themselves bowl-
ing, playing billiards, pool, cards, and often
getting up an _impromptu dance in the
gymnasium. This feature is naturally one
of the most attractive to the members, and
among the ladies themselves the club is a
very popular place. It has not so far inter-
fered in the smallest degree with the exer-
cise of the members’ privileges, as they can
use all the club’s advantages on these occa-
sions, courtesy of course giving preference
to the fair sex, and indee% it has been of
unexpected benefit to the club. Ladies, by
telling their friends of the beauty of the
club-house and the enjoyment to be obtain-
ed on its ladies’ days, have induced their
male friends to join the club. A grand
ball is given annually to the ladies, the first
one in the new club-house being in honor
of the ladies’ services during the fair.
In January, 1888, Governor Green and all
his staff of State officials honored the Club
Ball by their presence.

Another prominent characteristic of the
club is musical ability. Almost the first ac-
tion of the club after its organization was
to give an entertainment which took the
form of a minstrel show, with only the mem-
bers as performers. These shows grew bet-
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ter year by year, until in the fall of 1885
the club produced “The Mikado,” which
had a run of two nights and splendid suc-
cess. 'These plays were given in a local
theatre and were “in blacl?,” with most of
the dialogue localized. In the fall of 1887,
having its own theatre, the, club took a step
forward and produced “Erminie,” in black,
with a remarkably successful run of four
nights. ~ Shortly after this the club orches-
tra was organized, and is now one of the
notable features of every entertainment.
In April of last year, “Patience” was pro-
duce(f for three nights, but this time with
the assistance of the wives, sisters and
sweethearts of the members, and exactly as
written, with every detail. ~ Such a splendid
success was scored that its repetition was
almost a necessity, so it was again given the
month following, making four performan-
ces. 'The entire performance was marked
throughout by the most careful attention
to artistic effect, and in this it was quite a
triumph.

In such ways the club has retained the
sympathy andy co-operation of the ladies.

or instance, when ((Patience” was pro-
duced, they contributed a major part of the
attraction by splendid singing and acting.

The club 1s in the height of its prosperity.
While the substantial reasons for its exist-
ence continue, there seems no doubt of its
standing and permanency.

MY BOAT.

THE frolic waves are dancing bright
Across the moon’s broad path of light:
My lovely boat—
A swan afloat,
Holds o’er the waves her long white throat:
From either side
The waters glide
In silver flashes of laughing foam,
And she skims the sea
In an ecstasy
Of joy, returned again to home.

Arthur Cleveland Hall.
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