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“Doing as well as could be expected,
thank you, sir.”

“Is it very serious?”
“Oh, no, sir. Leastways, the doctor

says quiet is all she needs. But she has
a large lump on the back of her head,
and her face is scratched something ter-
rible. Who shall I say called, sir?”

“Her face scratched something ter-
rible,” and a lump on the back of her
head. And all due to him. It was a
novel way of making himself known.

He drove direct to the florist, and
gave an order which made a good many
people do without “American Beauties”
that day. Being a man who disliked
mysteries, he inclosed his card with a
word of regret.

Then he went home. Oh, what a
day he spent! Curwin never forgot the
misery of it; for, at last, he fully real-
ized the utter hopelessness of his situ-
ation. It was not even as cheerful as
that of a rejected suitor. It was a page
that must be not only turned down, but
sealed forever.

He spent the evening packing, or
rather stuffing, his belongings into his
portmanteau. He meant to be busy at
the office all day and leave that night.

But he could not leave town without
inquiring again, and about four o’clock
the next afternoon he was again ques-
tioning the neat maid.

To his surprise she asked if it was Mr.
Curwin.

“Then, sir, would you please come
in.” And, wondering, he followed her
in to  the  p re t t y  en t r ance  ha l l .  She
pulled aside the heavy curtain and an-
nounced him.

There on the sofa she lay, and Curwin
was too dazzled by the sight to notice
the lady who rose from the tea-table to
shake hands.

“As I am Mrs. Hamilton, I should
have appropriated the lovely flowers,
Mr. Curwin, but as it is my sister-in-law
who was hurt, I generously waived my
claim.”

The girl on the sofa laughed.
“They were quite worth a far worse

blow, I think, and, Bob said, I didn’t
deserve them, for I should not have sat
down-stairs at all. Didn’t you, Bob?”

The artist appeared, brushes in hand,
and with his jovial greeting brought
Curwin back to earth again.

And they talked, and had tea, and
talked again, and Curwin, for the first
time, missed a valet as he endeavored
to smooth out the crumpled clothes his
portmanteau disgorged.

Needless to say, he did not go to New
York. Eventually he did, but it was
not alone. And the Beavers’ day by
then was on the wane. To them it was
a fatal hockey match.

C o m e s  W i n t e r ,  b l u s t e r i n g  d o w n  t h e  m o u n t a i n
Ye t  ’ n ea th  h i s  f e e t  Ea r th  mourns  he r  beau t i e s  l o s t .

s i d e :
Upon  h i s  fu r rowed  b row dwe l l s  anc i en t  p r ide ,

Mean t ime  the  eng ine s  o f  the  Nor th- l and  mi l l s
Gr ind  ou t  the i r  powder ,  l i k e  the  whee l s  o f  Fa t e :

Wh o se  s cow l  deno t e s  a  pu rpo s e  s e l dom c ro s s ed :
Hi s  wh i t ed  l o ck s  hang  l oo se ,  w i th  r ime  embos s ed ,

H o a r s e  B o r e a s  l i f t s  h i s  v o i c e  a n d  s h o u t s  c o m -
mand.

Where in  the  s l umber ing  t empes t  l o ve s  t o  h ide ;
Which  r ing s  th roughou t  the  l eng th  o f  a r c t i c  h i l l s :

Wi th in  h i s  b r ea th  qu i ck  ge rms  o f  hea l th  ab ide ,
Down  come  the  no i s e l e s s  c a r s  o f  snowy  f r e i gh t ,

Which  v i ew l e s s  hands  un load  on  s e a  and  l and .
C l a r e n c e  H .  U r n e r .

R O M  o u t  h i s  d i s t a n t  c a v e s  o f  s n o w  a n d  f r o s t ,
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