
Letters to the editor
I just read Paul Gardner's SoccerTalk

(Feb. 4 issue), and I can't believe what I read.
What is Mr. Gardner's agenda? He

should know the reason MLS cut the
Florida teams had almost all to do with a
lack of ownership and attendance. The
reason MLS keeps teams in Columbus,
Kansas City and Denver is because of the
benevolence of Phil Anschutz and Lamar
Hunt. Yet he never touches on these ob-
vious reasons. Instead, he basically labels
MLS racist for abandoning the Hispanic
market in Florida in favor of
"whitebread" Midwest.

Angeles Galaxy. I am entering my second
season as a Galaxy season-ticket holder,
and I like seeing the UCLA influence.

The Galaxy has not had good success
with Mexican superstars such as Luis
Hernandez and Carlos Hermosillo.
Hernandez did not even create an increase
at the gate to justify his salary.
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Our Midwest
readers respond

GREG JOHNSON
Kansas City

How can Paul Gardner say "Columbus
is not a soccer town?" He obviously
missed the USA-Mexico match last Febru-
ary in Columbus, where the pro-Ameri-
can atmosphere and sellout crowd pro-
pelled the Americans to victory.

He must have missed the fact that the
Crew is consistently a leader in MLS at-
tendance. He must have missed the fact
that the Crew is tops in the league in at-
tendance for midweek games. This is due
to great fans and a great promotion in
"Buck-A-Brat Night."

KENT CONKLIN
Via e-mail

Why eliminate Denver from MLS? We
support our soccer. We have some tradi-
tion here. Give us a winner, and you will
really see our attendance soar.

We have a large Hispanic fan base. We
draw more than 20,000 fans when the
Rapids play Chivas or when the band Los
Tigres del Norte plays after a game. This
happens in spite of the fact that the MLS
could not or would not renew the con-
tract of David Patino, the one really good
Mexican player the Rapids had.

JOHN LEIBMAN
Littleton, Colo.

Vote for Galaxy's
UCLA influence

I was rather disappointed at Paul
Gardner's column referring to the Los

AARON LOBLINER
Long Beach, Calif.

Blackbaud came first
Paul Gardner referred to Columbus

Crew Stadium as "the country's only cus-
tom-built pro-soccer stadium ..."

I would like to point at the Blackbaud
Stadium, the home of the A-League's
Charleston Battery, was in fact the first cus-
tom-built pro soccer stadium in the United
States, opening on April 24, 1999, three
weeks before the opening of Columbus
Crew Stadium.

ANTHONY E. BAKKER
Chief Executive Officer

Charleston Battery
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