
THE SPORTING Maxell 31.

BILLIARDS.
DECXINE OF BILLIARDS IN NEW YORK.

Parsimonious Room-keepers What Mivnu- 
fuctnrcrs Have Done for tlie Game There.
Twenty years ago there was but one billiard

 erure or city in this country, acc'rding to the 
strict acorptaltcn of th;U tei'ic, and that centre or 
city was Kow York, just as it was ten or fifteen 
years ante, tor to ]->65. From 1855 to 1375, or 
1877, il one wimttd to know what was going on 
In the world of billiards it was either necessary 
to visit Now York or be a close student of the
 porting press. It is trua that during tho hal­ 
cyon dajs of billiards in New York, say from 
1855 to 1875, almost every great city in this 
country boasted also, or to a certain extent, of 
professional billiard prosperity. Philadelphia, 
Boston, Baltimore, Chicago, Washington, Cin­ 
cinnati and St. Louis were but little bohirul their 
great sister cily in this line, yet New York wiis 
the great billiard centre wbere tho focus of the 
billiard world was jtoioied to.

Since 187G, however, down to the present day 
professional billiards in New Yoik have been 
steadily on the decline and growing from bad to i 
worse, and during the past tivc years there has ; 
been so little btlliard excitement in the great i 
metropolis of our country that New York City 
might as well have been blotted from the his­ 
tory of the game for all the good that has been 
rendered to billiards by her profession's.

Glance at the paucity of professional ex pert i 
in that city to day compared with that of fifteen 
years ngo. Then there were such experts as 
Duly, the two Diun?, Kudolphe, Ubassy, Vig- 
nrtux, Gamier, Slosson, Sexton, Schaefcr, 
Dviiels and a host of lesser light* who enter­ 
tained the hope ot making their metropolitan 
debut at an early date, or, in other words, of ap­ 
pearing in New York as tournament or match 
players. Slosson, Sexton and Schaefcr were then 
but budding before the imblic as young masters of 
the game. Ot" the eleven players named three 
are (It-ad Oyrille Dim, Eihvtini Daniels and Fiancm* 
Ubassy. Josejili IMen in iu an iuaiiiie as>lnm, while 
but two of ihe other* Sexton aud Daiy art* iu tus'- 
ness in New York. Tho ouiy players, iu fact, whk-h 
Kow Yorh can t»ost of to-day arc Sexton, Daly ahJ 
Ilewbr, t;i« Litter beiug in business iu Brooklyn.

What mysterious movement of an all-wise Provi­ 
de i-ce could work so jrreut a revolution in tho histury 
of JJPW York biliUnlf in so brief a period as ten or 
fifteen y*ar»? Where are the I'helana, the Calenders, 
tht-O'Oonnorr", the Garnos, the Delauejs, the Kavu- 
Diijchs, tha Deckf-rt", the Grifiitliii, tha ])run>wick A 
Balkos and the Krank Queen ;, who were formerly BO 
Jealous of the iv(»ntati;m <>f tlie interett ot the gaim* 
in that city? Or is it the funk ol A'ew York, aud not 
of the profrssioiwls thtre? It not, however, that city 
greater tc-tlay in everything that is calculated tontako 
the great metropolis of tho Western world greater than 
at any pesiod in her history?

Gtunce at the number of new theatres which hare 
Bjniing up in ttmt city miring the past fifteen year-*, 
and Klullco on l '-o other hand at tlie number of great 
billiard rocms tint were pret-t theu, but which cannot 
bo found uo\vt anl it wilt be B; en at a glance tl.at it is 
not owing to any lack of pntrouage on the ptirt of the 
public to support j»l«C'-s of amusement. There i^ but a
 t*-p between tha theatre and the Ml liar) room, the 
only difference bt-ins; that the expanses of the former 
are probably a hundred fold greater than that of the 
lauer. It is true that the sources of revenue are 
probably at the same ratio. Yet it is almost i-afa to
 ay that during the past riiteeu years fifteen new 
theaties huve sprung up iu that city, while piobahly 
double that number of ouce gn-at billiard rooms there, 
or billiard rooms that were great fifteen years ago, 
have ceased to exist.

Tiom tho earliest period in billiard history, first- 
class rooms in New York have been among the best 
paying investment in the \vorM ol legitimate aunnp- 
ment in that iity. If rouin-kei-jwrs there do not die 
opuleur or retire so from busin'-ss, it is as a rule their 
own fault, for with the exception of Chris O'Oonuor 
and Cyrille Dion, who died ln-.fore t!-py weio ev.-n iu 
the prime o! life, they not only are favored with busi­ 
ness, but It.n^cvi'y, nwumuch as that it is almost ai 
difficult to kdl oil" tho average room-keeper as the pro­ 
verbial cat with nine lives.

John F. G:ea*>oii, who died a yeir ago, left a fortune 
varhnsly eaiimateJ at from S60.000 to $100,000. 
Cyritie Dion, proluibly left nothing, which was his 
own fault. Th,-.t he ma'Jo more than a fortune ilur- 
ing his proft'S^ioual career no one conversant with 
billiinl history will qnt-atiun. Chris O'Cunuor, whti 
shculil have left SlOO.OuJ at least after him, riied
 bout SiO.lXKtin. debt. Chria 0 Conu-r, however, uai 
the only room-keeper in New York that we have ever 
beard of or known who sp*'&t hia money fn-ely in the 
iutcrtst of the business. Not only w;;s he ptodigal iu 
the diffusion of his mon-jy ae room-1;- epci, but he 
probably spent moot according tj hid incomo thsin 
most oftuo ttiaimf«ctur.'rd, or at l«a*i arty one nrin 
of that city, which is sayiu? much, for wtro it not for 
the n.anufiicturers cf Kew Yoik and their libemluy 
during the piBt quarter of H century, biUiard? in thia 
country wi-nld o-iher he, wlier'j t!ie gume wr.s in tha 
Bluma \vhen I'h^lan and (Jt)Heud?r first took huld of 
!t, orff>.>ni4 other part of the country \vouM lung bince 
hdVts bccu tKe he;u!quarters of ihe p:une instead t;f 
Kew York, wl:i<-U WHS mad*. it& her»d jnatters through 
tbe ability uiid Ht>eraUiy of euoli m^ri nn Fhelan and 
Colieuiler, Chris O'Cijunor, Benjamin F. Garno and 
yratih Q'lteu.

Unfortuiiatily for MHiardi, not only In New York, 
but everywhere, Phelau dit-d fifrcen or twenty years 
betur^ hie titno. Collender made a noble struggle to 
Diaihtiiiu li-e illu-trious roput«iion of his hou*-; but 
Mew York looin-keeperu, who were educated in the 
belief that maiju'jicturers were made exprt/esly to be 
finnritiially plucked, are t-till of tho ?;ime opinion. Tlil.j 
is what billiards are puff^riug from at the present day 
in Now York. Who can blame CuHendt-r, who has 
sJw:iys been a practical business man, aud who t-pcnt 
Taetly nion-than hio Bhure in his di*y, if he sht.ultl in 
time crow w^ry of duing so much for thosa who did 
BO little for tl!ems'.'lv*g or for (he interest uf their call- 
Ing? The h&n-'.-of Griffith & C-t. w:.s hut little lefs 
generous than th »t of F'nelna & Coll**nd»ir in crvatin^ 
lonrua.nioij.ts, while (he B, unswick & O.tlkn Co., who 
bui re-contly became i ruiim.tntly i-^iitifie.1 with East­ 
ern billiurdf). fpeiit m«>r« tlian tt-sasu'e of Diouey in 
New York k>u:iiMW*i'trf ood la.Tt'-h pamesi, to s»:y 
nothing of tne fa^-t that western billiards were largely 
to'lebted to the geuoror-i:v «if ttiio ftrut.

W;- a.m ilr-ttliijn M'ith NMV York bi'.liardt1, however 
In tias nrttc-Ie, a-id not the Wrbt. Tim titno hml now 
arrived tn vtn^tiit '-*-ctiur netc-^ary t»r mar-ut'scturc-rs 
of New Yoik to realize* the fact that $uli'-prcfervali*jii 
wai tl:e fi st l;uv of imlure. ?<fanufa>^tnicrs on ail 
si(U-3, wl^ethrr in the Ea-^t or the Wtrt, we.ro literally 
bunted down P.naiici-.liy so to apt-alt. It was necessary 
to*far** ftictt* iu 'h« lace, and to make a long st-.-ry 
0ln>rt without wishing; to jiive details to the puM.c 
wl.iL-h details «hcul-l U kept from the public for tho 
public g'x-d, nmnufdcturera decided to be mere just to 
themseivt-s in tne iutuie thaa t'ieir histury provrs 
th-m to ! live been in the past. This nrticle might 
easily bo extended to such <*n extent as to fill up ewry 
co'utnn of this paper, which would only fhow 
in the end time wliiKt tbr-ro is no city in 
thM country v hose room-keeper.- can afford to epend 
BO much tn< nev in the intei-st of the ca'liug as New 
To: k, there i^ prububly no rity where tho rocm-ke^p- 
«:s liavo t=i>eut no little in the interest of billia;da. 
That tho time ha? arrived for manufacturers to spend 
lea-« «nf( r com-KIT o em iu New Yurk more is pateDt to 
all but the New Yo:k room-kcfpcr". Indeed, inde- 
pendeutly eitnxtt'd as the New York m^nnfacturerB 
have bc -n fur th-* f-tw* five ,-.T eiglit years, they con- 
tiibuto t more ti-aii ihtir aburo of u.oney towards tour- 
njunents in this country.

TU/it tonniAHi* nts have recently bfl^n held in Phila- 
dc'phiH, Clticrtg.i, S'. I-ouii aud H.trtr«>nl, Conn., was 
owr.jc ent-'rel\ to the liberality of both manufacturers 
and rooiii-kep'.CT', Ke» Yorh hlone is lli» i nly eingk- 
city whero it seems imjtoasibl i to hol-l such a 
tourfpameut, ti'-t that ryo:n-ktopers nre poor there or tho 
miiu-ifactincrs unwilling to assist tlie rooui-keepoM iu 
cr<!Htin<j such a tournaniot.t, bnt owiu^ to the IVt that 
hereto ore t!ie iiiiinufacui'1*'^ have had to stiind till of 
thf expense- wh:I« the room-kep] crs reaj'-ed m<Mt ol" 
t!it- beji-fit, for \vhil« manulactiirerj were, DO doubt, 
p»i<l lor tbe < xcitptnt-nt which their inon**y created, 
riKini-kc**pcrs were d;:ubly paid f-ir the tame cxcite- 
HH'iit »-r l>»o:)i cieated in their l-tisioivs without par i tig 
a dollar J^r llm liberality and geuerosit^ of inaniifuc- 
torers. SIMO?; WASP.

« Do Aw:iy Withlt.
The dnrlt red l>i!!fard bill at the present day is like 

fire wh«nli t' 1 ft wag"H. Tho fotir-bul] game is played 
  §e nucly that tliere ii bnt little or no demand for'the 

d.-irk red ball. Ail thf» sanu\ the dark red I all accooi- 
pauu's every PCI of billiatd balls sold to-day as f-iith- 
fuliy as it did n qiurtcr of a century ago. In the 
three-ball game playt-rs will not use tho d^rk rsd bu!!, 
tVcir prefere;j«-e t.tMH.' at all times for tho light red. 
The r<3ult Js that in rooms with ten or fifteen tables, 
v\ ere there ar»> prubnMy twenty-five sets of billiard 
ball*, one-fourth of ihe ball?, that is, the daik red 
tails, are really dead stock, uad when tho white balU 
and light red bails are worn out there ia a stock of 
dufc u-d balls i-n liand of but little or no value. It is 
true ihiit tlark red butU can be worked in by exjw- 
rienced ro*-m-kee|»erp, but even cx[*rionced room- 
kffi>*r<* find this a uuisuDce. To obviate this nnisaaco 
and milizc! the red hills both should he made lijrbt r,-d. 
\Vhon tl.e four-ball game i^ p'aye-1 two light red balls 
can be used quit** as well as u light and dark red. This 
la a t'int « hich manufacturers will seo at a glaiico, 
wliile rooin-l:e« p**nt w'ready see it. It will be no waste 
of ivory and will give much more satisfaction to room- 
ku-pers aiid playcra. Throe of the leading rooms in 
this city have abolished dark red b.tllB.

Caroms.
Thomrw U. Bullock expects to haro hia now book onl 

In two w t-eks.
"Tho Model Billiard IlaU" IB what Foley calla his 

new room in Chicago.
P. J. Ruddon, manapar of Mefz A Benton's room, 

New York, spent moot of lu.it wotk in this city, b«in^ 
one of the snow bound victims who came on here for 
a link nnd Kot it.

John Fair, who was stricken with fantl.rda two 
weeks acot i." reported by one of ih.> Jefleivon IJ.>*- 
pitul |>h\pit;iatis to he <'.uu\<> as well ft-s conh! IHJ e-- 
pectfHl umlt-r the c'lcuisis'Mices. Tlio (trotuibililies 
art that Mr. J^yir v.-i'l lie nHe t>.» pot arouiiii 1:^11: 
iu a few \ve»ibs tt'ue. Mr. Fair is uot only u UILU

her of th« National Billiard Association, bat he If 
high op in the order cf Elks.

W. M. Dodd'd new r,x>m In the Albemarle Hotel, 
Plttsburg, is said to be one of the nueet rooms iu the 
country. Billiards in Pittsburg, however, are reported 
to be wofully dull, while that city was,a lewyearsa^o, 
one of tho best io the country for the game beautiful.

ALT> OSA, PA., NOTES. In a pool tournament which 
began here «t Tr.icy'8 room Fob. 11, Heimst<i;ul 
lends, fi.-1'owed closely by Meindle, Ijamp« and Mc- 
Gouffti; 51U games bftTe been pUjed and the interest 
c n'inues 'o incrc-ascj as 'ho eu-1 apyrja^ies. There 
e.ro 15 cMiied ami 015 games will be jlay^J.

Should the boildioga iu the immediate vlciijity of 
tho new City Uall, this citr. be punbuiod. with the 
view of bea'ntifyi'ig tho City HH!! grounds, three 
b-.lltart rooms at present located there will booom? 
a thii'g of the ywi. The rooms referred to are 
McLaughlin's, Stock & Levy's ant! Bullock's,

There was considerable anxiety in local billiard' 
circles on Weiln«wday raojuins< last in consequence of 
a telegram from Alb"i»<y, N. Y., that a Urgo fire was 
racing a: Stamford, Cone. John O'Connor, wV-o lives 
iLere t hi^ much pro;>-Tty ia that c'ly, « hile C..(lender's 
factory there is probably tho finest building In Stam­ 
ford.

A St. Lcm-a special e-iye: "Jako Schaefcr, the 111- 
liariiat, is a/mi^ to leave St. Luiiix, IIH til 1:;;.a hail 
having proved a financial failure, ^b^ ^i'iliard busi­ 
ness is overdone h«v, four large hal's hating been 
uiwm-d in tuo years Sad the price nduced through 
competition to iO centg per hour. Jako in making

au^iiiruts to locate in Ciiicag -."

AQUATIC.
THE AMATEUR QUESTION AGAIN.

Why the West End CItib, of BufiMo, was 
Admitted to the N. A. A. O.

The following explanation of the action of the 
National Association of Amateur Oarsmen in 
admitting to membership the West End Rowing 
Club, of Buffalo, charged with containing pro­ 
fessionals, h::s been received from Mr. H. \V. 
Garfield, president of the Association:

ALBANY, N. Y., March 13. At tho la«t meeting of 
the executive committee of ttie Aesoc atiun two ri'pre- 
B^Dtativesof the \\Vst Kinl Chit) apjanrcd before ua. 
They statfd ih it tho cJnb was ii'ixiotis to become Rn 
aiiiatenr urgabizttiou by jmrxiuic itsel; of professiotal 
nitMubeiN, mid a-iking clpmei.cy fur UK-S<S wht-se 
offt-ncee had b-en of a triVinl irituiv. A c^mDiitt«t) 
was ii&i'.ifd by u.i t> ibvtdtigate ttie status of each 
iruliviJiml applicaus aud no action can he taken 
uutil this committee ban comtiltted ita investigation 
aiid Bubiuitted its rt'port.

It id true tlmtthu West End Club has become a 
member of tlie National Association. Any dvily nr- 
^uiiiztd club which ndopts <»ur definition of an am- 
atPitr, *nhscribes to our constitution, formally agrees 
to be Bubject to onr rules Hii«l reRulatintJs txod raytt one 
year's dues, id made thereby a nieu:\*r of the Associa­ 
tion. We, however, refuse to receive entries at our 
result* fr-.-m any club which ban i:» its mt-uibemMp a 
prolt'ssii'iLil oattmian or athlete. S-» iliat a club con­ 
taining I'VoffEsioiiiiJs can IK) a nn inber of tbe Associrt- 
tiwu iu poo.i standinK an.l yet inwhle to compete in 
national raced. Until we ncce^t as qualified nnmtenrs 
the pi-ufesifijnnl members of tho \Wat Knd Olul>, I 
caooot see that we are open to adverse criticism. 

Very respectfully yours,
HENKY WHITING GARFIELD, 

rresidtutN. A. A. 0.

Ripples.
There will be no varsity boat race between Colum­ 

bia and Harvard thii yeur.
Jobu IVtm'.T luts accented Cnudanr'a challe"go to a 

tbrt-e-miK- sinylo BciiT! race Dworation D;ty.
The foliowiij(5 fixtures have been decided on by the 

Chel^a (STtws.) i';icht Club: June 17;h, Jn!y 14th and 
September 18tk. The r«cea will take place over the 
Durihevter Bay C-.'iirat'.

The mysterious Mr. 3T.irtiu not having called for the 
£50 ceposiu-d to mutch VVuIlttce KJN* agaiust Georg'j 
Bubcar, the London Suort&nan puid tho money over to 
Kotos befo.-e he left Eugl-uid.

The Ilariem aud Piis^.iic roning nss-ocititious have 
both selectt-d Stay 30, Dvcoratiuu IJay, as that for their 
auntiitl spring re*u:tn. This (i!i.j pr nluced a clash be- 
twvfu tlie two neighboring; a socia^:i>us.

The Dorchester (Ma-s.) Yacht Club baa made tho 
following racing flxturoa ftir 1S8S:- June 18, giand 
open r.-«ce; June 30 rlub nice; Juh 31, flub race; Au­ 
gust 28, club race; September 15, club race.

Tho fixtures for the Buy View Yiidit Club for the 
coming seaw-a are ua follow?; Jutif 18, July 28 and 
Aoj?Uhi29; n:eiinli>iht saiN. Jutic-22, July 20 and Au­ 
gust 17 ; Iftdies' day, July 18; ariiin»l crube, August 18.

The Ray side Bowing Club. < f Torooto, has elected 
the f';liuv*in» new officer?: T. Fitzhcury, pn-aiden!; 
\Viliiani l'*itzgerald vice fToStdeiit; I*, t-ievert, tn-»s- 
nrer; Junivi) Rouch, eccretury, and Harry Smith, 
stewurd.

The Cynthia Club, of rhiut'lelphlu, Itna elected th* fol- 
Inuing c.fllccrs for (ho oimirirryt'ar: rn-yi-Jei.t, Harry 
J.'hnstcne; vice president, George*1 W. Connelly; tecri- 
tary, fucob Bfi-rwnhi; treHSun-r, Robert G. Uollings- 
wotth; ci;ptain, WiUiam Chamber*.

O^r^tiiau Wallnro Ko*s arrived In No\v York from 
Ku*;!aii.t, on ihe lilt'i. He is in pood condition nnd 
Biiyg ttmt if he can find a I-acker lie will go buck to 
EcKlittd in thw tpriug mid row diaries CaiT, who had 
chal!eo{<ed hioi to u nice for the cup.

Jim Ten lv ck, th* 1 r>arsiuan, v. ho is in Sin Fran­ 
cisco, training O'Connor f.ir the latter'n coming race 
with 1'eterscij. has ofl'erea to give any local o.ir:iuan 
of his weight a &*art^f 2U eocunds in a three mile 
raco. The offer has not beei: r-ccfpted.

The Eiuex Yacht Club, cf Sowar*, X. J^ has elected 
the foliowiuj; om'cers: II VV. Jourdan, commodore; 
J. S-tnnnenberg, vice commodore; II. lUmbcrger, r«.  
co.ding secretary; Lianrcnt H. Crnnp( linancuil senr*1- 
tari'; William Wichollntus, treasurer; trustees, Wi'- 
listm Hol/hauer, Jr., H. lieu neuter aud William 
King.

The Toronto Itowing CIu*» ha* fleeted tha following 
new officer*: H;»n. president. A. R. Ik-swell; president, 
E. W. Gouinlotlt; first vice prrgident, D. Koborts; sec­ 
ond vice, 0. A. B. Bruwn; third vice, J. E. Knox; caj- 
tain, E. A. Thomson; recording see e'ary, Get). Gotiin- 
l»ck; financial Eecretarj-, F. H. Thompson; trtaatirer, 
H. C. Fortit-r.

What Haulan has to endure in Australia may ba 
imagine*! from t'ie fact that Jm. 19 was th« hctteat 
day lit Me'bonrue ex>'cnenc>-<l in twenty years, tha 
temperaturo beiCK 10>o m the ahmie aud 100 iu thn 
sun, ncoonipanfc'd liy a t'«-le of hi»t wind. Sparrows 
dieti from siiftocatioa in hundreJs, aud flowers tiiied 
up and wiihttcd.

Tho North Eud Rowing Club, of St. Lnn1«, l.ai these 
new Hiicure: Louis S. K'dbeiger, (.reBidti.t; J.imes 
M-icca'um, vice preeideat; A. K. itoiUr, reC'-rdinj; coc 
rotary: t'rank V. Smith, financ'.-il secretary; Kdwnr-1 
flurjiilK(;li,ir*a-*urer; Georcc Eckerinann.capisiu; (.onis 
^erb^t^-^J Iii>>itauini; Wiil : ;tm li<i< ssliu^, Louis Ziueer 
and Johu H. Gundlnch, dircctur.).

The candidates for th? Pennsylvania crew ate still 
training »s»iiluo!i«ly. Tho men are rowing a slow 
stroke, pulling abcut thirty to the mi-tute. This stylo 
i-* l>elter adftj ;<"d to InnsrrtC*-* tlmuthe quick recovery. 
The co'li-ge crew will probably be picked from ihe 
f illowi.ig men: Diirorles, Syphcr, Aud.'ureid, Church, 
Wright, Hill. Leaning, Harris. Itoi-s, Savage, Grav. 
Wilt nnd Si<aMh.

Tbo I'n'.'Iish yachts Atlantic and BridesmMd liavo 
been mulched tosiil from L'iij;laud to Madeira for a 
heavy Bttike. Tho start will take place from South­ 
ampton '.vdler ;'.t PS early n dat« as i>c.38ible, nndrr 
Royal Th-inn^s Yacht Clnb rules, Jubilee rsce condi­ 
tions, and the first ot the two ynchta which lets go her 
anchor to the *outlipn»t of tin- I-oo Rock Fort, Funchal 
Bay, will be declared tfte winner.

A race over tho Tyne chnrnpionsliip course on Feb. 
27, uelwi^n Gooige Norvei!, of Swjilwell, and Vim. 
Pwarcft, ot 'Hammersmith, fo-- £SO a sitK-, resulted in 
favor i-f the !r.U< r by tou k-n^thn in 2-i minuies. At 
the^ndof tlie first mile Norvell iiad a lead of ihre;' 
lengths anri 20 to i was off-red against IV»rce without 
fiu.liU£ tttker-", but tha Tlmm-'B m-in «f(*r that pullt-d 
hiuibtlf together and tho Tynesider went to piece".

Tho Scotch y.icht clubs ot the Clyde have agreed to 
permit the u>o ul centreboards in ntnall- yachts built 
for iacfng pr.rposes, and it ia stiiil that the Royal Clydo 
Yaclit CJub tueditates throwing opon its sninmer races 
to boais of all nationn, whether centrel»oard or keel. 
If this pioic-i true, it H to be l-.ope-J one of our crack 
big single ptickera will cross tlie Atlantic aud give the 
caituy Scotch a chance to «ee in their owa wattru how 
fast a real racer can be driven by snils.

Oar.* nre givtduaUy coming into ns« fn which the 
blado id nmds; from tho best eb«et8-eel, highly tem­ 
pered, nnd are allc-ired to bo nmoh stronger than the 
ordinary wooden ones, and cannot be broken without 
undue violenc'; tho handle fits into a Rocket running 
nearly tho whole length of the blade, and forming a 
backl*>!ie of groat strong! h, and the oar, being much 
thinner in the blade than the wooden one. enters 
and leaves tho water clvaner. Tbe handles are made 
separately, of ppruco or «sh.

George UOBIJV r has not lout any of his popularity 
by his engagement with tbe "Bark Secret" Company. 
IUi has received pressing soluitatioiH to train the 
Minneapolis, Ualtimnre and I'ittHburif boat clubs, tut 
has declined contracting with any of (he parties until 
the close of bin present eu^agemeot in Boston in 
April. Jeff*r*on anil Tayl'T could not have selected a 
bettor man for their r.'gatti econo than Hoemer, and 
it will be George's fault if ho does not remain with 
their company for several seasons.

The PHSS<»:C Rowing Association has decided to drop 
out the piir-o:;red shell race, foiir-onrcd Large race 
and the junior double-scull race in the regatta of May 
30. Tho prizes will b-: For single BO.ulls, four-oared 
gigs, foir-oartd shell?, junior and six-oared gig", a 
mo'ial to each individual in tbe winning crew and a 
handsome silk banner to the club they represent. For 
four-oared shells, senior and junior single Fcull, also 
eight-';»red shell-*, the chaliouge cups aud p!ato of tie 
awuclutton and iudlTidual prizes. Entries close May 
29.

A regular meeting of the College Boat Club of the 
University of Pennsylvania was held at the Odonna-ly 
Hotel, March 13 and these officers were elected:  
Prfl.-Ment, David L. Jljlne; first vice president, A. Gray; 
flecond vice president, G. Brooks; secretary, J. Head; 
twasurcr, A. McQwirge; captain, J. D. Spaeth; first 
lientena:it, A. B. Galloway; second lieutenant, C. B. 
Zeilin; electing committee, C. B. Zeilin, A. B. Gallo­ 
way, K. \Vitcon; 8. fx'onard. L. Brooke, F. ftiker and 
P. Pepper; dnlegfttes to the naval V ard of the Schujl- 
kdl Navy, T.O.'llui'teran-l F. F. Itallowell.

Print o'on ''   meeting March 7, elected
n J. R. Jisi-r, '»:», )'r--i.!,ii-, KIK! L J. Chttrlton, '90, treas- 
i- urer ul" tU« Fo .t liail AHV cirttioo.

A. 6. SPADDING A BROS.

A TALK WITH CATCHERS.
Of all the positions that a 

Professional Ball Player is re­ 
quired to fill, that of Catcher 
is the most exacting. But the 
Catchers' wants are now care­ 
fully provided for, and though 
the pitching is much swifter 
the actual danger is not as 
great as it was ten years ago. 
The first invention that was 
made in the line of protection 
v/as when in 1876 A. G, Spaid- 
ing & Bros, first brought out 
the OPEN BACK CATCHERS 
GLOVES. For several years 
Catchers had occasionally worn 
an ordinary glove, but the lack 
of ventilation made them un­ 
pleasant for the hand and it 
was not until the Spaldings 
brought out their now cele­ 
brated open back gloves that 
they came into general use. 
Since that time they have kept 
improving them until this year 
they offer their No. 4-0 full 
left hand glove as the acme of 
perfection; price $5.00 per pair. 
In addition they make a full 
line at from 25c. to $5.00 per 
pair. Following on shortly 
after this invention Frederick 
W. Thayer, a Harvard College 
man, invented the CATCHERS 
MASK. At first it was ridi­ 
culed and players using it 
were accused of beingcowardly 
but this prejudice gradually 
wore away until now it is con­ 
sidered an absolute necessity. 
It is largely due to the im­ 
provements made by Spalding 
Bros, that the mask is now so 
popular. The masks made 
by this firm are universally 
conceded the best. This sea­ 
son brings a nev/ improvement 
in the throat protection added 
to the best League Mask, 
which improvement makes as 
perfect a mask as at present it 
is possible to conceive. The 
price of this No. 3-0 Mask is 
$4.00 The ordinary mask sells 
at from $1.50 to $3.50 each, ac­ 
cording to size of wire used.

It was four or five years after 
the mask was introduced before 
anything was thought of that 
was particularly designed for 
the protection of the Catcher. 
It was left for William Gray, 
of Hartford, to invent a pro­ 
tection for the Catcher's body. 
That he was successful is 
shown by the great number of 
GRAY'S Patent BODY PROTEC­ 
TORS now in use. A. G. Spal­ 
ding & Bros, seeing the value 
of this invention made a con­ 
tract with Mr. Gray to make 
this Protector, paying therefor 
a large royalty, and finally 
they bought the Patent. They 
make this Protector in two 
qualities: No. o League Pro­ 
tector at $10.00, designed for 
professional Catchers, aud the 
No. i Amateur Protector, price 
$6.00 (this is new this season.)

No Catcher should play 
without these three necessary 
articles, for with them a man 
is as safe behind a bat as in 
any other position in the field.

Spalding's gooods are pre­ 
ferred above all others because 
they make only safe, reliable 
articles.

Do not make the mistake of 
buying cheap gloves, masks 
or protectors. The best are 
the cheapest in the end.

These goods can be obtained 
of any dealers in Base Ball 
Goods, or in case you cannot 
obtain what you want, addrss,

A.G.SpaSding&Bros,
241 Broadway,

New York. 
108 Madison Street,

Chicago, 111.
Spalding's New Catalogue 

of Summer Sports is now 
ready and will be sent to any 
one upon application.

BILLIARDS.
HEVDQUAliTKlW Full TUB 

Brunswick-Balke-Collender Co. Billiard 
Tables, Carom Combination and Pool. 
ill' 1*  Goods of every dedcnptiuii always on tutud.

Over 5OO,OOO A'cise SnMiirra Sold. 
Orders from ttll(«ir(« of llm wrldi-toiniitly »ttetidjdt>

JOHN CHEAHAN, 
Continental Hotel, Philadelphia.

The Now iluTtin Lawn Tennis Club will hoi 1 it tour-
nMii''iit I'or tlie NVw RHj.'11111't chami-1on~h>iH, siliK^"* 
  nil iionl.lfi.. in th," 20 h uf Juim- II. W. Slocmu, Jr., 
will ! (  cj»lleJ en to illfi-uil the cliallfiigo cup, wh.uli 
lie will theu bavb held oue year.

FORMULA OFME A8UBEMENTS
UNIFORM DEPARTMENT.

Wl QniiiilipQ pud PDHPPQ! Qniipti 1 uliPlJiluo Qiill litilluldl ipili
137 N. Eighth St^hiladelphia.

Give Exact Measurement. We Allow for Shrinkage
KEEP YOUR EYE ON MASON'S BALL. IT IS THE BEST BALL MADE

O-ForKneo Fanta, mrasnre ei^ht inch01 below tho knea.

To Avoid Mistakes and Delays,
GRADE No. I. PRICE, SSm

Our No. 1 Uniform con»is'a of S1IIKT and KNEE 
PANTS mailo from F!mi-i,.ls No. 1 (white), No. 18 
(grey), or No. 30 (i.a»-y bln»).

Woaleu Stockings, 
Cotton Wi-b Bella, 
Flanni-1 C.ip, 

Socond Quality Cnuvas Slioen, with Plates.

GRADE No. 4. PRICE, $9.00.
No. 4 Uniform consis's of SHI11T and KNEE 

PANTS ma.le frv-m Tlarnvls So. 7 (groy), No- 
8 (nn?y blue), No. 9 (»liite). 

Worsen! Stockings, 
Worsted Belt, 
Cap, styles 8, 12,13 or 14. 

First Quality Cauvas Shoes, with Plates.

TH!S Circular Through Carefully Before Ordering,
GRADE Mo. 2. PRICE, $6.75. GRADE No. 3. PRICE, $7.50.

No. 8 Uniform consists of SHIRT and KNEE 
PANTS nixde from Flannels No 2 (white), No. 
3 (navy blue), No. 6 (groy).

W.-iolen Stockings,
Worsted Bolt,
Cop, K'y'.e 13 or 14, seconrl qmlity. 

First Quality Ginvua Slice", with Plates.

GRADE Mo. 5. PRICE, $13.00.
No. 5 Uniform coiiBKts of SHIRT and KNEE 

PANTS made fiom FlHinels No. 12 (navy bint-), 
No. 15 (white), No. 16 (blue grey), N'o. 17 (Yale

Best Worsted Stockings, 
Beat Worsted Buit, 
Cap, styles 8, 12, 13 or H. 

Fine Calf-skin bhoes, wltli Corruguted Shoe Plates.

No 3 Uniform consists of SHI11T an,l KNBK 
PANTS nijiln from Flannels No. 24 (whiU) 
Ko. 26 (grey), or No. 33 (nnvy ti:n«).

Woolen S'ockingg, liist <]uality. 
Worsted B^lt, 
FLinnc 1 Unp, etjle 13 to 14. 

First Quality i f C.invns Slioen. witli Pl«te«.

GRADE No. 6. PRICE, $17.50.
No. C Uniform consists of 8HII1T and KNKB 

PANT.S Diu.lo from the best Wonted Jersey 
Cluth, very strong and clastic, 0 (white), OO 
fcrey), 000 (navf Wne). or No. 12% (nary 
bin-), 15X (white), 10).^ (blue grey), \1% (Yal» 
grey).

Best Wors'ed Strc ines. 
Best Worm d Cloth Bflr, 
Merino Cap, (uny style).

Best Kangaroo-skin Sh'i's, very light and atrongi 
Corrusated Shoe Flutes rivote.l on.

Each. Dozen. 
No. 2. Grade No. 1, made of 3d

qnalitv flannel,muy sule.whitc,
grryo'r blue............;............. $2 25 24 (10

No. 2  Grn-Ic So 2, niaile of so d
quality flanm-1, a;iv styl^.w hire,
blue or (trev.......................... 3 00 S3 00

No. 3 Grade No. 3. liisde uf good
qmlity twitie] i!:innel, uny
siylo, white, bluo i r grey........

No. 4. Gr::deNo.4( nj.ide of first
cuality twil'ed Hanne!, any
s'tjk, white. Line or grey........ 400 4200

No. 5. Griide No. 5 uii-.deoftx-
tr;;!uavy quality tuilied flHii-
Lel, any stvlo, biuo, white,
blue grey, or Yalo grey........... 4 50 48 00

BASE BALL, CRICKET AND LAWN TENNIS 
HATS AND CAPS.

3 60 39 00 I
No. 8. No. 19.

No. 14.
1st Quality. 2d. Quality. 

No. 7 Base Ball Cap, any color, i»r dozen......... $12 CO J10 00
N". 8 "    " "    » " ......._ 9 00
No. 12 " « " " " « '  ........ 0 00
No. 13 " " " " " "    ......... 9 00 6 00
No. 14 TolleRe B.B. " " " " « ......... 9 00 6 00
No. 19 B if e Bail Hat, " " " " ... .1500 12 00 I

E:ich.
Grade No. 1.   Third quality 

flannel knee Pants, whit*, grey 
or blue.................................. $2 25

Down.

2409

Grade No. 2.   Good quality flan­ 
nel, white, grey or blue........... 3 00 33 00

Grade No. 3.   Good quality 
twilled flannel, white, blue or 
grey....................................... 3 50 39 00

Grttdo No. 4.   First quility 
twilled flannel, white, biuo or 
grey..................................... 4 00 42 00

Grade Nn. 5.  Ex'ra l Ty qu»l-
.--....-.   -- -- -- , ity twillnl flannel, blue, whitir

Any oiher style of Cap made to ordt-r at corresponding prices. | or grey................................. 460 4800
Wlien ordering Unifirm?, always mention the grail-, number of (Vinnel. col'>r of stocking, belt and cap; sh'rt and rants can bo onlered ofdiftVrint color flannels

all

Twenty-five per ceul. «.f tlie amount »;nst (.«x.inr>;iiy cacu older fur UDif<.rn;n, balance C. O. D. Letterin; on Stiirt front, 25 cents per shirt extra. 
I vcMild till your fpetiul attention to onr  > s< .v L'ttifoime, on nccrunt of their c-lHsticity and service, it being something uew to tho profession. Wi 

kinds of Gymniii-ta' Goods, -ucu as Tights, Stiin*, tv.-eaicrs, ic., Silk, Worsted and Cotton.
'e manufacture

lit-f^re onifiiif;; e'pewhpre, *-nd to u? for ^iinplrs ncd efctiniat*p, a- we pell 10 p r cent, lower thin anv one els -.

I Keep on Hand All thei Latest Improved Masks, Gloves and Bats.' All Orders Sen! by Express C. 0. D.

FOURTH ANNUAL
BENCH SHOW OF DOGS,

April 3, 4, 5 and 6.
MECHANICS' IIA U.. 1IUNTIMJTON AVENUE,

BOSTO3XT .
Largest amount in (,'.i*.h I'remi'.nnn ev**r offrrea In 

America. Premium LUta and Kutry B'anks to be ob­ 
tain-<1 of Beiich Show Conimittee, 6 Hamiltou Place, 
Rwton, Mil**. Entries closo H-irrh 19.

BALL
BOATING , CmCiCET and TENNES

SHOULD EXAMINE OUK LARGE AND COMPLETE STOCK OF SPORTSMEN'S ^t??AR- 

REL BEFORE PURCHASING ELSEWHERE. WE KEEP THE BESI GOODS AT 
THE LOWEST PRICES. WE OFFER:

Men's English Ribbed Bicycle Hose,
THK VERY BKST. Al'

$1.00, SI.25 and $1.50 Per Pair.

Jersey Cloth Athletic Suits,
AT FROM

$2.50_to $6.50 Per Suit.

Boating Sweaters,
AT FttOM

$2.50 to $3.75 Each.

Flannel Outing Shirts,
In ft wonderful assortment. AVe have them In stock, 
and make them to order.

Prices Range From $1.25 to $5.00 Each.

English Tennis Cloth Outing Shirts,
IN THK LATKVT LONDON STYLES,

At $2.00 Each.

BOOKS.
Sent, Postpaid, by Mail on Receipt of Price.
Priicti.nl Pigeon Keener (,:loth).......................81..1O
Practical Poultry K?e|icr (ciuth)...................... 2.OO i
lilimtraled I igc-iu Hook (coioied (dates)........... 8.OO i
Illustrated Poultry Book (wood-cut*)............... fi.OO i
Am-rrican Sc»u<lard f..r Ponltrv....................... l.OO !
Auicricau Staudurd fir  rigmtar....................... 2.OO

RUBBER STAMPS. 
Two-lino Stamps, nam« un>i audri.*.s..................Sl.OO i
"Caught or Shut," with name and addrese........ i.OO ,
Figures, 0 to 9, each....................................... .10 I
Evcr-K'R'ly I'ml............................................ .60 I

BANT>8 I'OH MARKING PIGKONS,
THE SroHTi.vo LIFE S<-:iuilesi. Burglar proof. For 

use upon youus; birds ih tiie nest. Birds to ba rocoi;  
niz-d as youngsters for 1888 ruu^t wear tbe*e bauds. 
Every bird we;vrin^ ft b.in-1 is regia'er'-d.

Consecutively numbered and one initial: 
Single band........... .05 4 band^.............. .10
4O band!........ »1.0O 10O l>a> 'd-.......... 82.50

Etch additional initial, 5Oc. per 100.
Open metal bands for tidn.t birds: 

1 to 100, cone«-cutiveiy nujuhtred..................... SI. 00
Each initial nn band, u»r 1OO.......................... .50

Address Boos IJIPARMCNT,
TUB SPUCTIKO LirK rtjBi.igmso Co.,

Philade!|>bia, Pa.

SAMPLES OF ALL STYLES OF SHIK'fiyGS AND RULES FOB SELF- 
MEASUREMENT SENT BY MAIL ON APPLICATION.

Eighth and Market Philadelphia.
Kiffe's Special Hand Mad

BAKE BALL SHOE

SPECIAL ADVERTISING.
!xrh':rp:^H, Wants Brt-fttler-*' Cards, Salaa, 

Situation-i or Iftlp Wanted, e'C., per word, 
iuit'al or number for each aud every inner- 
tioti........................................................ .

£,> - Cash mnet accitiiijiHny order.
j>'y" No adveiti-scment in.-trted for less than .25 c.
fej-Wii! rlio«« rijdjini! to adviTtisi'raenls below 
uiriitluu THE SPORTING tin? If any one deils un- 
f^*i!v report t);eiu t;> IH.

S" All trnusfiT* of a ock, if rcduned by both buyer 
an i seller, will ba recorled free < felling".

BKKEDEKS' CAKDS.

HEXRY WAGONER, ROST.ISDALR, MASS. 
HotiiinK piveons. Quality of the stock liinlg 

sh'i'.vn in Ihe work of their j>r.'{£eny. Youni{ birds 
have made 5!S milts, old birdn have made 600 and 700. 
Ail that was naked uf them. Proven records only.

ir P. VERNIER, 1841 Wvt.iE ST., PHII.A- 
V o delfiiiia, Fa. Homing piceons. A few odd

liens a:>d pairs of breeders for sale. Young birds in
season.

JAMES McGAUHEV, 1515 RACE ST., PHILA- 
dflfhia, Pa. Homing Pigeons. Proven reci-rds 

nlj. Yoatig birds in season. THE SPOETISQ LIFE
I.NTIflS.

/^HAS. LIENHAKD, 433 W. COURT ST., Cis- 
V.-' rinnati, 0. 1'reeder of fttst performing tuaiblors 
nnd Birniingliani rullers. Send f .r piico list.

SAtES.

JOSEPH AINSWORTH, 27 BI.AKF.Y-MOOR, 
Itlackburn, Eng., offers shooters, 9j. per dozeu; 

wki, Us.

A H. CRAIGE, 531 JEFFERSON ST*BET, PHIL- 
  Hdel|>lti:i, Pn. Y>nug birds, witli teatule-a 

bau-*8, from birds with Fede 'ation recoid from Char- 
lutt.J, N. <J , 45J milc.=, at 82 | er pair.

WANTS.

RLcLAliK505 GIKARD AVKXIIB,
l-hilatl -Iphii, I'a., wants two white o 

wi'h blue tnily. A-ldri ss as above.

FOR
Professional 

Flayers.

NIFORMS
No. 2-O, Kangaroo 36.00, For Pair. 
No. l-O, Calfskin $5.00, Per Pair.

Our uew lined Forged 
Shoo Plate- for too aud 
hfel--will bo riveted on 
vM.cn required, witlioot

HOWTO'MEASURE.
rioca tba fout fifit on a 

? ^ sheet of raper, and v/i*h a 
| *"**-B pencil draw around the foot 

close to it. Ihen takoothcr 
m^uourw as shown IQ tho

LEFT FOOT
A.MCl.r...... 1.NCHE3.
JUKI........ "

PRICES OF

Complete Uniforms:
$4.00, $5=00,
$6.00, $10.00

and $15.00
Per Man,

Send for Ntiniples &a- 
/orc ordering elsewhere
SEND YOUR AD- 
DRESS TOK. CAT­ 

ALOGUE OF 
SPOBTING 

GOODS.

H- H. KIFFE,
3i8 FULTON ST., 
BROOKLYN, N.Y.

Ever p«'ji!shect. B.tarrts, ftO eta. Cloth. ~')CtB. 
mi-i News'lealcra, or, by mail on

prt<v>.
lor 1'ub. U«usei SI Iteekman St., N.I.

Pleasing to the Fielder PLIABIUTY.
Joy tO the Batter ELA'STICITY.

Economical to the Manager DURABILITY.
Sold by all Dealers.

THE BEST IN THE^WOBLB^ 
JKE AMERICAN CYCLES
^- DESCRIPTIVE CATALOGUE 

ON APPLICATION.
fiORMUllYaJEFEEBY

CHICAGO, ILL.
fitsi MANUFACTUR

THE HAMDSOKE5T OF 
DSCOSATION3. 

FIRE PROOF!
WATER PROOF J

FIDELITY WALL PAI'KK CO., 

Mo. U North Elovtntb Street, Philadelphia.
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