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OLD BOSS TALKS ABOUT PIGEON 
MATCHES.

1 H, King Defeated Sandy McPteon 
 The Kind of Ammunition Used by 
Smoky City Gunners Something 
About Loads and Measures,

, Pa., Jan. 11,-Gun Editor
 ©Sporting Life:"  As very few .of 1©itts- 
WU©irs trap shooters ge away for the pur 
pose of guuie shooting after the first of 
Jan. there is always more or less of a re 
vival of interest in contests before the 
traps. This year is no exception, or rather 
is an exception, from the fact that there is 
more excitement in trap shooting circles 
than has ever been known before. Matches, 
team races or sweepstakes at pigeons are 
shot almost every day on some one of the 
many grounds, and about all the lovers of 
the sport talk about is match, team race 
or shoot from morning till night. Of course, 
the abilities of the various shooters are 
thoroughly discussed, and their status set 
tled to the satisfaction of some at least 
if not to all. At least eight or ten new as 
pirants tor trap shooting- honors hare oome 
to the front very rapidly, and judging from 
the good scores they are roiling up no one 
would suppose but that they had been 
shooting for some years. Trap shooting is 
certainly on the boom here, and the indica 
tions point to one of the most successful 
years Pittsburg has ever enjoyed Sri this 
line. Blmer Jones, of Beaver, was in the 
city the other day and reports things in a 
very healthy condition down in the Beaver 
Valley. A handicap pigeon shoot held on 
the Beaver fair grounds last week, was 
quite a success. I. N. Crable, of East Liver 
pool, made his first appearance at the 
traps for several years. Ike is a favorite, 
?ind received a hearty welcome from his 
inany friends. .©Mr. Hill, of Newcastle, 
"Bill© Clark©s friend, was on hand, and 
made some of the best scores of the day. 
Itev. Fonts, at Steubenville. and J. A. Penh, 
of Wheeling, were on band of course, and 
put up their usual good scores; Fred Grace; 
of Newcastle, is always around whenever 
there is any shooting going on. L. B. Flem 
ing and Doc; Bwing. of this city, took a 
hand in the proceedings. Mr. Fleming is 
quite a new hand at pigeon shooting, but 
that djd not prevent him from putting up 
«. better score than that old stager, Doe 
$wing, could do. Baltz Greisinger, of Sten- 
beuvlUe. could not stay away from such a 
good thing, so be just waltzed up and kill- 
«wi 20 out of 30. It is said that Mr. Hill in
 booting at 600 birds has made the splen 
did average of i>4% per cent. There are 
plenty of good and game shots in the yal- 
i«y, and they are generally on hand. Nair 
(Bad Shot), Surte. Wilklneon, Dr. Magaw 
and others, of Beave^ Falls, should get tor 
Brother and reorganize the old "Spring 
Chicken Club."

C. A. May and "Fargo" were again suc 
cessful in defeating their opponents in a 
team race, 50 birds per man. May and 
Fargo seem to be a pretty hard pair to 
down, though on this occasion Strong was 
badly out of form, jind did not make 
Knythiug like his usual score. Not to be 
behind in the match shooting line Sandy 
MePbersou and A. H. King had a little. 
srguinent over 100 birds ©each at the. traps. 
Sandy is not in the best condition for. 
shooting, having injured his knee playing 
indoor base bull, but he managed to talk 
86 birds to death, while Alex. was doing 
the same to 91. The match s©hooting fever 
is raging now, and several more have been 
arranged for this week and more talked of. 
BO that the boys will have a busy time of it.

When shooting his match with W. "G. 
Clark. W. S. King used 3-inch trap shells, 
loaded with 45 grains Du Pont Smokeless 
and Hi ounce of ,^N7o. 7©/i chilled shot in 
first barrel and No. 7 (-hilled in second 
barrel. Will swears by Du Pout and 7©/4 
and 7.

W. G. Clark prefers Schultze powder, and 
loads his ti%-inch trap shells with 3V2 
drains and \% ounce NOH. 7 and 6 chilled.

S3n<ly <Ma<?Pheraon thinks there is no 
other powder quite so good as old reliable 
E. C. He U!*es 2%-lnch trap shells, loaded 
with 47 grains B. C. and I©/iouuces No. 
1% chilled© shot.

Secretary J. TJ. Crossland. of the Hazel- 
Gun Club, is delighted with his**new

A. H. King prefers Du Pont and has ?>- 
inch trap shells, loaded with 4~ grains and 
V/4, ounces No. 7 chilled shot for pigeons 
and 7% for targets.

Dr. E. J. StiUey finds that the factory 
load Is gcwd enough for him. He nsea the 
Smokeless shell loaded with K, C. powder 
and No, 7 chilled soot, for both pigeons 
and Blue Kocks,

A. A. Jack, treasurer of the Wilkinsburg 
Gun Club, and one of its better shots, 
is a firm believer in th« U. M. O. factory 
loaded Shells. He uses the Smokeless 
shell, loaded with E. O. powrier aad 1% 
for targets.

"Bob" Aflderso-n is a friend of Mr. Jacks, 
and Uges the game arogwnUion. He made 
the good score of 88 out of a 100 Blue 
Books not long ago, and now wants to 
shoot Jack a race.

Oliver MoElroy is a very good shot but 
changes powder too often. Jf some com 
pany does not get out a new Smokeless 
powder soon he will be compelled to try 
black, for luck.

Geo. A. Wilson is shooting pigeons at a 
pretty swift gait just now. He say©s that 
42 grains© of Dti Pont in a 2% inch trap 
shell, and No. 7 Shot is "swift enough" tor 
him. *

Win. Sharrard is shooting a 90 per cent, 
gait at Blue Rocks just now. His load is 
45 grains of B. C. and 1V4 ounces No. 7% 
chilled, in a 2% inch Smokeless shell.

It does not make avueh difference to J. B. 
Sawyer what he shoots©. ©Must whatever 
you have loaded." Nevertheless J. B. gets 
there.

S. T. McClarren and D. N. Moyer are two 
of last year©s crop of beginners at trap 
shooting, but if :they keep on improving 
some of the older shots will have to "look 
a little out." They have made some very 
good scores with factory-loaded shells. 
Three drams of B. C. and 1^4 ounces, 7% 
inch Smokeless shells.

Captain Steve Boii says that as long as 
he does not fall below 8 out of 10 or 12 out 
of 15 Blue Rocks be is satisfied with 3 
drams of E. C. and 1% No. ©7% inch Smoke 
less shells. But Dave Boyd, his partner, 
thinks he can do a little .better than that 
with 8 drams of Sohultze.

President McNeil, of the Hazlewood Gun 
Club, is not doing a thing but killing pi 
geons and breaking Blue Rocks with his 
new Smith gun and trap shells loaded with 
W. C. powder.

C. S. Guthrie, of the Herron. Hill Club, 
is shooting pigeons like a house on fire. He 
thinks there is nothing like 2% inch trap 
shells, 42 grains Du Pont and 1% ounces 
No. 7 chilled.

E. Reed Shaner. the youngest shooter in 
the county, shoots the "old man©s" gun, 
with 50 grains E. C,. in 2% inch trap ehell».

How amused and amazed the practical 
and intelligent sportsmen must be while 
reading the correspondence published in 
some of the sportsmen©s journals of ine 
present day at the immense amount of 
rot that is written and many mistakes 
that are made, whether written by soine 
one wiio gets his guns, shells or powder 
for nothing, and wishes to advertise the 
donor©s good©s, or by some buck woods, jay 
who knows no better. A letter published" 
in H Chicago journal of Dec. 26 is a fair 
sample. The writer of the letter referred 
to gives a table of velocities obtained from 
two kinds of shells, with different wadding 
in each kind. The medium shell with good 
wadding giving a fair average velocity of 
820 feet, and the cheap shell and wadding 
giving the. verv low.© velocity of 763 feet, a 
difference of about 60 feet. It would take 
a charge of shot from the medium grade 
shell about one-seventh of a second to 
travel 40 yards, and one from the cheap 
shell a little less than one-sixth of a sec 
ond to travel the same distance, conse 
quently the charge of shot from the med 
ium shell would be about 10 feet in ad 
vance of the charge from the cheap shell. 
at a distance of 46 yards. Yet, strange as 
it may seem, the writer of the letter recom 
mends the cheap shell, with its inferior 
velocity or penetration, because it gives a 
close pattern. While all sportsmen are 
trying to get^he best and hardest shooting 
guns they con buy. this writer advises, or 
practically so. cheap shells with low pene 
tration. What is the use in buying a good 
 hard stootin©g gun and then handicap it by 
using inferior ammunition. In another part 
of the letter referred to there is an awful 
blunder made, and one the editor should 
have corrected, as it may lead to very 
serious accidents. He write:;: "The dram 
that we bought weighs but 27.34 grains, 
tbe.d-ra.in we load weighs 60 grains." We 
do nothing of the bind,. The dram of black 
powder we load weighs 27© 1-3 grains, arid 
not 60, grains by a jug full. If -anyone 
should be so foolish or so stupid as to load 
with three drains, of 60 grains to the dram, 
of even black powder, he will soon learn 
that the dram we load does not contain 60 
grains. /

After so much Iraving been written on tlie 
subject as there lias been in the last fow- 
yea I©M there can be 00 excuse offered for 
such blunders,

OIJD HOSS.

Smith pigeon gun. His load is 314 drams 
B. C. and I©/i ounce  No. 7 chilled in 2%- 
Ineb, trap shells, for both targets and pig- j 
eons.

President Jolin S. Mclntosh. of the Spring 
J&ijl Gun Club, has great faitli in Schuitze. 
He uses 2%-inch Smokeless Shells, loaded 
with 45 grains powder and Hi ounces No. 
7 chilled for pigeons and 7Vi for Blue 
Rocks. Dave McNaiigher, President Me- 
Jntbsh©s running mate, uses the same shell 
0 71 d load.

"Uncle" John Gelm is a little "betwixt 
end between" on the powder question. So 
far the .."clouds .will roll away" wiien he 
fetgt a new gun.

. Bessemer is another one of the good 
shots who is "on the fence." There is 
nothing mean a<bout Bess. He will give 
every new powder that comes along a 
.ti©ial.

FARGO ANDJMAY WON.

Strong and W. S. King Pour Birds 
Behind in a Team Match.

C. A. May and" Pargo defeated W. S. 
Kin©e and Strong in a team, matea at Pitts 
burg on Jan. 7. The birds were furnished 
by Wm. McCrickcrt and were an excellent 
lot Of ttyera W. S. K : ng had the best in 
dividual" score, killing 45 out of 50. but his 
partner was not equal to his name and fell 
down to 39 out of the 50. giving this pair a 
total of 84 out of 100. Far^o and partner 
each killed 44, .which gave them u total .of \ 
SS FoilowJns ore the scores: 
StrW . - - .030:22 10212 10221 20220 22021  IS

102220012212211 11012 mil 21 39 
W S© King.22212 12222 22222 22211 2P200-22,

2121111111222202212112012 23 45

Totals . . ...... .......................... .84
Fargo© . .. .21102 12122 12221 20121 10122-22

22220 02222 21O12 2.U©12 21-122 22 44© 
C. A. May.22220 20222 22220 02212 22222-22

.. 22220 22122 22222 22222 20201 22 14

Totals .. ...................... v........ ,SS.

The Third

portsmen©s 

Exposition
Under the auspice* of the Sp«rtw»«n©s Association. v

jB

Square Garden, New York,
MARCH 13 TO 20, 1897.

Sportsmen©s Equipment and Appliances.
Shooting and Ply Casting Competitions.

If ire Specimens of Big Game Animals 
and American Game Birds.

The Loan and Trophy Exhibit of prizes, college cup?, beads, antlers, ancl mounted 
specimens, will be ©the most extensive ever exhibited.

INTENDING EXHIBITORS
who have not yet secured space for their exhibits, should apply at once for diagrams, appli 
cation blanfcs and particulars, to FEANK W, SANGER,

Manager Madison Square Garden Co., NEW YORK.

Special Notice.-* For 82.00 any gentleman may become a meiaber of the Sports 
men©s Association; membership entitling him to tree admission at all times to the Sports 
men©s Exposition, reduced rates on railway lines and at hotels, and other privileges, which 
can be learned of by addressing the Sportsmen©s Association, P. O. Box 2325, New 
York City, for application blank and prospectus.

rruinnnxinnnLruxnxuiruijmr^^

A NEW YEAR©S SHOOT

Held by the Hackensack Guu Club 
at Targets.

A New Year©£ day .shoot was held by the 
Haekehsack Gun Club on the grounds of 
the Bergen County Gun "Olub, at Haefeen- 
sack, N. ©J.,- and drew out n goodly number 
of sportsmen. Amx>nff the visitors were 
Ed Taylor and M. Herrington, of I/afliu & 
Hand©s©W. A. Powder; Janies Hildreth 
and F. Van JDyke, of the Winchester Re 
peating Arms Co,; Noel Money, of the 
American I owder Co.; Tom Morfey, of 
Paterson, N. J.; G. H. Pierey, of the En 
deavor Gun .©.Club, and William. Hardiug, 
of New York.

There were two special events on the 
programme, ibe flrst being: a match at 30 
targets, with a handicap of misses and 
breaks. The targets were thrown at un 
known angles, with entrance at $2. The 
flrst prize was a Winchester repeating shot 
gun, second prize $5, third prize $2. Her 
rington and Van Keuren tied on 28 each, 
and in the shoot-off Herrington won. 
Hildreth and Edwards divided second 
money and Strader and Lou Pierey did 
the same with, third.

The. second event was a team match be 
tween F. Kdwards and G. H. Pierey on 
one side against Ferd Van Dyke and Ed. 
Taylor on the other. Bach man shot at 
100 targets, unknown angles.

Van Dyke started out poorly, being 
obliged to use a borrowed, gun and any 
kind of shells he could find. The weather 
was favorable for good scores, but the 
background was anything but good, while 
the targets flew very irregular.

Two sets of traps were kept busy all 
day and a pleasant time was enjoyed by 
all present. Following are the scores:

Handicap, 30 targets, handicap allowance added 
to score: "  
M. Herrington .....111011111110110 12

11011 11111 11111 14  2 28 
G. Van Keuren.... 11110 01010 11010 10

111010011010111 10  8 28 
F. Edwards -..., .11110 11011 10111--12

11111 10111 Jllll-14  0 26 
J. Hildretb ........10111 01111 11111 13

00011 11001 11101  9  4 26 
L. Pierey ...........11111 11011 10111 13

01111 11110 11101 11  1 20 
A. Strader ........11101 01111 01111 12

00110 11011 11111 13  2 25 
F. Van Dyke......11110 10111 11111  1U

10101 11111 00111 11  0 24 
N. E.©Money ......110111111111111 14

11001 11011 10010  9  0-23 
G. H. Pierey  ....00111 10111 11011 11

111101111000111 11  1 23 
Ed. Taylor ........11111 01101 01011 11

11011 01011 11111 12  0 23 
R, O. Beatty ......11011 1011000110  9

01000 11111 10110  9  4 22 
Litterington «... .10000 00110 11000  5

111110111101101 12 5 22 
Jackson ......... .00001 11001 11111  !)

001100000011010 5-8 22 
Griffith ........ ..10111 11110 11010 ©11

00011 11011 10100  S  2 21 
Team match. 100 targets ]>er man: 

Edwards ..1111011011 10111 11111 10111 21 
1111111110111111111111111-24 
10011 11011 11011 1111011111-20 
11111 11111 11111 11111 HVU-25  90 

PiercV ... .00111 10111 11011 11011 11110 19
00111.10111 11111 11111 11100  20 
011)1 ll©lll 01111 11011 111Q1 21 
11111 Hill 10101 11111 11111 23- S3 

Team total ..............................173
Van Dvke 111 10 10111 11111 01011 11111 21

00111 00110 10111 11111 10110 17 © 
11111 11111 11111 01011 11111 28 

  11101 11111 11111 11111 11111 24  85 
Tavlor ...lllll 01101 01011 11011 01011 IS 

© : 11110 lllll O©lUH 1101011111-20 
00011 11011 H011 11011 11101-18 
11001 00011 11010 11101 11111 17  73 

Team total ........ ................... .158

The following are scores of the sweeps: 
Events ...... 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 91011 12
Targets ....... 20 15 10 15 10 15 15 15 15 15 15 15

l wards . 17 13 
.. 15 .. 
.. 1813 
..13 6 
.. 1411 
..13 8 

10 
12 
11

. IS 
, . 10 
8 12 

. . 10 
8 ..

7 «

11 8 .. 
9 .. 10 
.. 10 .. 
.. 5 .. 
.. 6 .. 
.. 5 . . 
., .©. 10 

  ~ .. 11

0 .. 9

6

G. Pierey . 
Warner . . 
Banling . . . 
Jackson . . 
Cbaffee . . . 
Walters ... 
James. ...
Bell. .....
Hall. .....
Beatty. . . .
Titterington 
Pleischmann 
Griffith. ...
Hildreth. .
Herrington
Craft ............... 10
Van Dyke .... _ ~ . . 10
Van Keuren... . . . .< . . 9
Ward . .... ..- .,.,.. « ......
L. Pierey .......... 15 9 . . _
N. B. Money . . 6 . . 10 . . 6 ....
C. O. Gardner. ......... 5....
T. Morfey .... . . . . . . . . . .     10

... 15 1312121415 

... 8 .. 8 10 . . 12 
9 14 12 » 13 13 14 14 
... « 5 ........
.,   .... 1311 ....

13
.- .. 15

612

12
11 .. 14 13 11

BUCKEYE CLiUB DEFEATED.

The Limited Gun Club Too Much 
For Them This Time.

Last spring the Limited Gun Club, of 
Indianapolis, paid a •' social visit to the 
Buckeye Gun Club, of Dayton, O., and was 
royally entertained. Incidentally there was 
a team race, ten men from each dub shoot 
ing at 50 targets each. Friendship ceased 
when the match began, to be resumed when 
it was over, and the visitors were beaten 
something over 70 targets.

On Jan. 1 the Buckeyes repaid the visit 
and there was another faoe, 12 men from 
each club. The Limited. Club didn©t suc 
ceed in wiping o-ut all the msrgin against 
them-, but only a few points remain..

The Visitors were short, some of their 
strongest men, notably Mr. Heikes, who 
was kept at home by the illness of his 
wife, and such good shots as Moponaid 
and Kike were decidedly off, both of them 
shooting strange guns.

The day. aside from, the beastly weather, 
was a most enjoyable one. A nice lunch 
was served in the elnb house at noon, and 
in the evening all sat down to an elegant 
spread at the Grand Hotel. A number of 
sweeps. 15 targets, entrance $1.50, pre 
ceded the team race. Scores in the main 
event follow. Conditions. 50 ©Empire tar 
gets, unknown angles. This wasi shot in a 
steady downpour of rain, which, with the 
bar! liVht. affected the scores unfavorably: 
LIMITED GUN CLUB. I BUCKEYE GUN CLUB. 

©Raymond ........... 48Cooper .. 
Beck .... 
Tripp .... 
Robinson . 
Griffith ... 
Grube ... 
Lockwood 
Brit toil . 
Towiisend 
Wild ha ok 
Parry ... 
Tutewiler

45
Oral?

43| Wroe .. 
43| .Wilson 
42! Glaser . 
411 Makley 
41 i McDonald

.42
42
42

35
35
35

. 40] Keifaber ........... 31

. 40| Ourphey ........... 2P
. 30| Acbey ............. 2$
. 33 j Adauas ............. 27

- 4f> ~i 431
Shot at Live Birds.

Norristown. Jnu. 7.  A live pigeon sweepstake 
sbOot at Jeffersonville this afternoon attracted 
most of the local sJiot*. There were ten entries 
for three five-bird sweeps. Hie winners were 
William Weidman. Isaac Johnson. J. H. Yost and 
Frank Gross. Weidman and Johnson won the first 
event, each hitting five birds. On the second 
Weidnum. Gross aisd Yost tied oil -1 and the 
third was tied by \Voidlunn. Johnson niul GPORS 
on rive straight. The latter contest was shot oft. 
Gross wiuuiug, killing two more birds.
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