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Researchers and sports followers in general are indebted to

Paul Bartrop for this useful and convenient source book of the

essential statistics of Victorian football since 1945.

The volume includes club scores and crowds round by round;

end of season tables; Brownlow Medal winners and runners-up from

1924; leading goalkickers from 1897; club nicknames, colours and

grounds and an annotated bibliography of some of the principal

books written over the past 40 years.

In comparison with cricket, soccer and rugby, the library of

Victorian football is decidedly thin: the bibliography consists of

only nineteen volumes, and twelve of these have been written in the

past decade. I am not entirely convinced by Bartrop's explanation

that this dearth reflected the 'stability of the code' which

'created a contentment which denied the need for football litera-

ture other than training manuals or the occasional "great games/

great players" popular history.' It is quite feasible that the

working class followers of the VFL have been satisfied with maga-

zines and tabloid coverage of the game (as have the followers of

Rugby League in Sydney). But why haven't the more middle class
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supporters of the game (which are considerable) demanded more sub-

stantial literary offerings? Why, too, has a 'new type of football

fan' emerged in the 1970s who is more 'eager for details of the

history and development of the sport?'

The volume is enhanced by an introductory essay which covers

major football highlights since 1945 though Bartrop does not at-

tempt to disguise his club allegiance: the 'fiercely determined'

Saints played with great 'resolve' to win their one and only pre-

miership in 1966 led by the 'dynamic' Baldock on the way to 'foot-

ball immortality'. One can well understand this enthusiasm given

that his tables show that St Kilda occupied the cellar eight times

from 1946-83 which is well ahead of Hawthorn, Melbourne and North

Melbourne, awarded the wooden spoon five times each.

The main value of this volume is that it integrates round-

by-round and year-by-year results, which have already appeared in

other volumes in more detail (quarter-by-quarter scores), with the

crowds for each game and a total for each round. It is a pity,

however, that Bartrop has provided no composite totals for the

home and away games and the finals. Aggregate season totals would

provide a handy guide to the general crowd trends. I spent an

afternoon adding up his totals which reveal a steady growth in

season crowd totals from 2.4 million in 1946 to a peak of 3.8 mil-

lion in 1981 and a slight decline to 3.6 in 1983. The raw figures

suggest that even though the VFL has suffered a crowd decline in

the past few years it has fared much better than many other male

team sports.

Bartrop has produced an invaluable reference volume. The raw

material presented will be useful for individual club histories and

for historians interested in comparative crowd studies, It is to

be hoped that Bartrop will pursue his plans to produce a volume on

VFL statistics for the period before 1946.

Richard Cashman
University of New South Wales

99


	LA84 Foundation Home Page
	LA84 Foundation Search Page
	Sporting Traditions, The Journal of the Australian Society for Sports History, Volume 1, Number 2, May 1984
	Contents
	Editorial Preface. 
	The Economic Development of the Victorian Football League 1960-1984. 
	The Melbourne Press and the Moscow Olympics. 
	Australian Sport 1984: A Barracker's View. 
	Sport and Politics: The (Gross) Anatomy of Their Relationships. 
	The Unasked Questions in Australian Tennis. 
	Review Essays
	Football is More Than a Game: Comments on Some Recent Histories of Victorian Football League Clubs. (Review Essay)
	"Chase Better Than a Yard Worse Than Last Gallery": Royal Tennis in the Antipodes. (Review Essay)

	Book Reviews
	William J, Baker, Sports in the Western World. (Book Review)
	Paul Bartrop, Scores, Crowds and Records: Statistics on the Victorian Football League Since 1945. (Book Review)
	Richard Cashman, Australian Cricket Crowds: The Attendance Cycle. Daily Figures 1877-1984. (Book Review)
	Richard Cashman, 'Ave a Go, Yer Mug: Australian Cricket Crowds from Larrikin to Ocker. (Book Review)
	Peter Corris, The Winning Side. (Book Review)
	Christopher Douglas, Douglas Jardine: Spartan Cricketer. (Book Review)
	K. F. Dyer and T. Dwyer, Running Out of Time: An Examination of the Improvement in Running Records. (Book Review)
	Jack Egan, Tennis, The Greats 1920-1960. (Book Review)
	David Frith, The Slow Men. (Book Review)
	Lena Hodges, A History of the New South Wales Women's Hockey Association 1908-1983. (Book Review)
	Maxwell L. Howell, and James McKay (eds.), Proceedings of the VII Commonwealth and International Conference on Sport, Physical Education, Recreation and Dance (Conference '82), vol. 9, Socio-Historical Perspectives. (Book Review)
	Garrie Hutchinson, From the Outer: Watching Football in the 80s. (Book Review)
	 Edwin Jaggard, The Premier Club: Cottesloe Surf Life Saving Club's Seventy Five Years. (Book Review)
	Ron McLean, Country Cracks: The Story of N. S. W. Country Tennis. (Book Review)
	Bill Murray, The Old Firm: Sectarianism, Sport and Society in Scotland. (Book Review)
	Ric Sissons and Brian Stoddart, Cricket and Empire: The 1932-33 Bodyline Tour of Australia. (Book Review)
	Graeme Kinross Smith, The Sweet Spot: One Hundred Years of Life and Tennis in Geelong. A Centenary History of the Geelong Lawn Tennis Club. (Book Review)
	Stephen Wagg, The Football World. A Contemporary Social History. (Book Review)

	Book Notes
	Ian Brayshaw, Caught Marsh Bowled Lillee. (Book Notes)
	Ted Dexter and David Lemon, A Walk to the Wicket. (Book Notes)
	James Lawton, The All American War Game. (Book Notes)

	Sporting Traditions Student Essay Prize. 
	Barrackers' Corner. 
	Notes on the Contributors. 


	Book Reviews: Book Reviews


