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Ri chard Cashman will forgive me for stating at the outset
that his latest offering is hardly likely to become a best-seller;
a book that is nearly 90 per cent raw crowd figures will have
little appeal on the popul ar market. For all that, the end product
is a fascinating conpilation of statistics and analysis that has
opened up a whol e new di nension of research in Australian cricket
history.

One of the early chapter headings of the book is 'Problens
and Methods in Counting Cricket Crowds', an ordering which sums up
nicely the dilemma the author faced in collecting and collating
the data. Overconming the problenms associated with the collection
of an accurate set of figures obviously preoccupied himfor sonme
considerable tine before he addressed hinself to the task of devis-
ing a method of presenting them He records in detail the varying
degrees of success he had in his search for conprehensive crowd
statistics around the country, reserving for ny own state the de-
served opprobrium of having the worst set in the Conmmonwealth.

The chapter entitled 'The Attendance Cycle' contains detailed
interpretation of the mass of statistics that appears later in the
book. The conposite season totals are studied, and fluctuations
explained in ternms of Australian economic and cultural history,
ground devel opnent and nedia interest. Individual attention is
then paid to Test cricket, other International cricket, Sheffield
Shield cricket, one-day cricket, and even the Wrld Series gane
from 1977-79. The devel opnent of Sunday play is noted, as is the
clinmatic disadvantage under which Queensland has to labour in its
quest for its first Sheffield Shield title. Cashnman's work on the
"Bradman factor' as a crowd-puller, which has appeared el sewhere,
is fully docunented here, too. Al'l his conclusions are supported
at the end of the book by many pertinent tables and graphs whose
headi ngs range from ' Conposite Season Totals' to 'Picture Show
Adnmi ssions', proof of the conprehensive analysis undertaken.
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The bul k of the book, though, is taken up with the actual
crowmd figures and gate receipts of nobst of the first-class cricket
played in Australia since 1877. There would have been nore than
one way of arranging this: Cashman has chosen to do it under the
categories of Test cricket, other International cricket, Shield
cricket, one-day cricket and Wrld Series cricket, so that anyone,
for exanple, wishing to ook up Sydney's crowd figures for the
1924-25 season will need to consult three different sections. This
is not offered as a major criticism but nerely to show that what-
ever systemis used, it will be possible to point to flaws in the
arrangenent .

The starting point that has been used in the Interstate match-
es and the International matches against the individual colonies
does invite some conment, however. Havi ng gone back to 1877 for
the first Test match, it would have been nuch nore logical to start
the Intercolonial and International match figures from that vyear,

t 00; instead, we find that all New South Wales, Victoria and South
Australia matches start at the institution of the Sheffield Shield
in 1892, while the other States do not join in until their respec-
tive admissions to the Shield this century. Apart from giving the
i mpression that serious Intercolonial cricket did not comence un-
til 1892, the author's choice of starting dates neans the om ssion
of those International matches against the colonies in the 1880s,
which were regarded with alnmost as much inportance as the Tests
that were played then. A full set of figures for that famous old
series, New South Wales versus Victoria (first played in 1856)
woul d have been val uable, too. For very little extra research
(given that an enornous amount has been undertaken as it is), it

m ght have been worthwhile to extend the range of the statistics
to incorporate the above.

The book appears in attractive, glossy card-covers, but is
unfortunately poorly-bound (several pages of ny copy have al npst
wor ked thenselves |oose). The lack of a chapter-heading on each
page is something of a drawback, too, for someone who tends not to
use the table of contents; at a random opening of the book, it is
not readily apparent whether one is looking at crowd figures for a
Test series or for a season of International matches against the
states. Nevert hel ess, Cashman has achieved a stupendous feat, and
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or the serious student of the game, the book is a must; it is
such an important work that it is difficult to do it justice in a
review of this length. Despite its fairly ordinary production, I
have no hesitation in conferring a 'highly recommended' rating.

Richard Finlay
West Hobart



	LA84 Foundation Home Page
	LA84 Foundation Search Page
	Sporting Traditions, The Journal of the Australian Society for Sports History, Volume 1, Number 2, May 1984
	Contents
	Editorial Preface. 
	The Economic Development of the Victorian Football League 1960-1984. 
	The Melbourne Press and the Moscow Olympics. 
	Australian Sport 1984: A Barracker's View. 
	Sport and Politics: The (Gross) Anatomy of Their Relationships. 
	The Unasked Questions in Australian Tennis. 
	Review Essays
	Football is More Than a Game: Comments on Some Recent Histories of Victorian Football League Clubs. (Review Essay)
	"Chase Better Than a Yard Worse Than Last Gallery": Royal Tennis in the Antipodes. (Review Essay)

	Book Reviews
	William J, Baker, Sports in the Western World. (Book Review)
	Paul Bartrop, Scores, Crowds and Records: Statistics on the Victorian Football League Since 1945. (Book Review)
	Richard Cashman, Australian Cricket Crowds: The Attendance Cycle. Daily Figures 1877-1984. (Book Review)
	Richard Cashman, 'Ave a Go, Yer Mug: Australian Cricket Crowds from Larrikin to Ocker. (Book Review)
	Peter Corris, The Winning Side. (Book Review)
	Christopher Douglas, Douglas Jardine: Spartan Cricketer. (Book Review)
	K. F. Dyer and T. Dwyer, Running Out of Time: An Examination of the Improvement in Running Records. (Book Review)
	Jack Egan, Tennis, The Greats 1920-1960. (Book Review)
	David Frith, The Slow Men. (Book Review)
	Lena Hodges, A History of the New South Wales Women's Hockey Association 1908-1983. (Book Review)
	Maxwell L. Howell, and James McKay (eds.), Proceedings of the VII Commonwealth and International Conference on Sport, Physical Education, Recreation and Dance (Conference '82), vol. 9, Socio-Historical Perspectives. (Book Review)
	Garrie Hutchinson, From the Outer: Watching Football in the 80s. (Book Review)
	 Edwin Jaggard, The Premier Club: Cottesloe Surf Life Saving Club's Seventy Five Years. (Book Review)
	Ron McLean, Country Cracks: The Story of N. S. W. Country Tennis. (Book Review)
	Bill Murray, The Old Firm: Sectarianism, Sport and Society in Scotland. (Book Review)
	Ric Sissons and Brian Stoddart, Cricket and Empire: The 1932-33 Bodyline Tour of Australia. (Book Review)
	Graeme Kinross Smith, The Sweet Spot: One Hundred Years of Life and Tennis in Geelong. A Centenary History of the Geelong Lawn Tennis Club. (Book Review)
	Stephen Wagg, The Football World. A Contemporary Social History. (Book Review)

	Book Notes
	Ian Brayshaw, Caught Marsh Bowled Lillee. (Book Notes)
	Ted Dexter and David Lemon, A Walk to the Wicket. (Book Notes)
	James Lawton, The All American War Game. (Book Notes)

	Sporting Traditions Student Essay Prize. 
	Barrackers' Corner. 
	Notes on the Contributors. 


	Book Reviews: Book Reviews


