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Country Cracks provides an informative, readable nostalgic ac-
count of many of the players, families and personalities involved

in NSW country tennis over the past 75 years.

The author, Ron McLean, a journalist who has been involved
in NSW country tennis for many years, both as an administrator and
player, has paid particular attention to tracing the development of
the Country Week Tennis Carnival and its players from 1909, (when
the event was established) until the present day. This emphasis
has been particularly effective in providing an insight into a
large and representative cross-section of NSW country players, on
terms of their tennis careers, styles, results and family back-
grounds. The Carnival, held at White City in Sydney every year,
has always been considered by country players to be the focal point
and venue for representative district teams competition. It has
always attracted the majority of leading country players including
J.0. Anderson, J. Crawford, A. Roche, M. Edmondson, Margaret Court
(Smith) and Evonne Cawley (Goolagong).

Country Cracks successfully combines a readable and flowing
journalist text with a large number of rare and interesting photo-
graphs, which show an assortment of styles, fashions and country
players from newspapers and private collections throughout the
twentieth century. This diverse range of photographs is a parti-
cularly refreshing development since there has been a tendency for

books on Australian tennis to re-use some well-worn pictures.

Given the preponderance of photographs, the large and glossy

pages and the 'modern' language, this book will appeal more to those



who have played or been involved in country tennis. However, it
has a nore general interest since it deals with a major conponent
of Australian tennis, and tennis has certainly been considered one
of the forenpbst sporting activities of country people. Country
Cracks also offers sone pertinent comments on the differences be-
tween country and netropolitan tennis.

O course, the book has its linitations: one of the contin-
uing problens confronted by any witer in dealing with the history
of Australian tennis is that so little of the fundanental research,
analysis, or indeed, basic correlation of factual material has even
been attenpted. VWile Country Cracks has certainly pioneered the
way in one particular aspect of the history of Australian tennis,
it has not been able to deal with all the features of the country
gane. For exanple, it is mainly the big nanes that are treated
while the najority of country tournaments and players are ignored.

Moreover, little analysis has been attenpted of the phenonenon of
country tennis as a part of the social history of the local envir-
onment . And finally the inmportant role of the social player and

visiting city conpetitor to country tennis has largely been
negl ect ed.

This book is also deficient in some aspects of style and
organi sation. Wile the popular journalistic node of expression
has advantages in terms of its unlaboured accessibility for general
readers, it has its limtations for the nore serious sport's his-
torian. Although there are various headi ngs throughout the book,
there is no table of contents, no subheadi ngs, nor index. Further-
nore, while contenporary newspapers have been quoted extensively,
no footnotes have been included, and the text provides few clues
to their exact source. A nmap of the relevant NSW country towns
and areas would have also been particularly useful in clarifying
the book's context and clearly indicating the geographical distri-
bution and position of the nore successful country tennis areas,
tournanents and players.

Despite such qualification, Country Cracks has certainly 'been
able to contribute sonething to the folklore of country tennis'
(153), with its successful conbination of nenorabilia and photo-
graphs of NSW Country players over the past 75 years. Neverthel ess,
however, grateful for whatever 'folklore' we can get, it remins
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for tennis historians to move beyond that level of collection to
relate the sport intimately to the society of which it was a part.
In that task Country Cracks will be a useful and welcome future
source.

Virginia O'Farrell
La Trobe University
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