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Herbert Chapman was the manager of The Arsenal 1925-34.
Jimmy Hill managed Coventry City 1961-67 and was the club's chair-
man in the early 1980s. Chapman was a qualified mining engineer
who said his proudest moment was when his son qualified as a soli-
citor. Hill had a grammar school education and a father who was a
stockbroker. Chapman ordered his players not to wear cloth caps.
Hill demolished the terracing at Coventry's ground to make way for
seats that workers could not afford, Chapman wrote in 1934 that
football 'is largely a business...In these days you have to fetch
them (the crowds) in by making an irresistible appeal and, in this
respect at least, we do not differ greatly from other entertain-
ment promotors (38). Hill in 1960 wrote that as 'football is big
business...there will be a tendency for business ethics and games-
manship to extend from the board room to the field of play. Clubs
cannot afford to have an amateur attitude to a professional game'
(150) .

Throughout Stephen Wagg's book it is these two men who con-
tinually hold centre stage. They are rightfully seen as beacons

for the development of professionalism in British football, with



Chapnan showing the way and Hill providing directions in the |ast
twenty years. Yet both Chapman and Hill are seen by Wagg in a
broader context than just football. They are used to show that the
gane did not develop in isolation; that football, in fact, has
reflected the changing political, economic and social conditions of
Britain.

Al t hough there are nmany thenes taken up, such as the energence
of the cult of the manager (the cure-all 'wi tchdoctor'); the rise
of a 'technocracy', viz. the qualified coach; the link between
national teanms and national ego; the unbinding of financial and
trade restrictions on players, the main thrust of The Football Wrld
is that 'the values of nodern football, as well as those of the
nodern footballer are, in essence, the values of advertising and
public relations, and of a business world |ess constrained than in
the earlier part of this century by notions of fairness and
probity (148).'

For wagg, British football in the post-war years has becone
permeated with a consunerist nentality fostered by the nedia,
advertising and public relations '"elites'. It is no |longer the

League Cup, it is the MIk Cup. Players |like Kevin Keagan and
Peter Shilton are not just footballers but nmarketable comodities.
The decision to eradicate the professional, dubbed the 'cynical"',
foul was based on the belief that it reduced goals; thus |owering
the gane's appeal, especially for television audiences, and there-
fore the likelihood of sponsorship.

In two key chapters of the book Wagg convincingly links the
consunerist mentality with, firstly, the 'consuner capitalism of
Conservative governments and, secondly, the inmportation of the
val ues and nethods of Anerican capitalism He pinpoints how im
portant the introduction of conmercial television was and how it
enabl ed the advertising-public relations industry to 'snowball’.
This industry, though, needed the abolition of the maxi num wage and
"retain-and-transfer' systemin order to crack the football market.
Forced to conpete heavily for players at a tine when crowds were
decreasing, clubs were left with little alternative other than
turning to commercial interests in order to survive, let alone grow
and prosper.
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Overall, Wagg's thesis is well argued and convincing. In

maki ng good use of the massive autobiographical literature spawned
by players, coaches and managers, he has found abundant nmaterial to
substantiate his clains. Yet this is not all. Wher eas nost seri-

ous histories of football have concentrated on the energence and
early forns of professionalism Wagg's contenporary history has
reveal ed facets of professionalism that have only emerged after
the mid 1930s. These include, of course, the commercial-nedia
aspects but, perhaps nore interestingly, the attitudes of players
and managenent to their 'craft'. Wth the rise of a 'technocracy',
and the advance of 'experts' and 'science', Wagg details how a
cultural elite has energed.

The text of The Football Wrld reads easily and only occasion-
ally jars. For exanple, leading footballers were 'catapulted...
into the wide, blue, newbourgeois yonder' (1411, and football has
under gone 'bourgeoisification' (204).

However, the book does deserve criticism on two accounts.
Firstly, many interesting points are raised but Wagg tends often to
pass up the opportunity to elaborate. The npst noticeable exanple
of this concerns Britain's reluctance to adopt the nore technical

approach that has always characterised football in Europe and South
Aneri ca. This is a crucial point in understanding British foot-
ball, not only because it explains Britain's lack of Wrld Cup

success before 1966 (and after?), but because it is a reflection
of the depth of British insularity; an insularity stenming from
days when 'British was best' and 'Britannia ruled the waves'.

The second point of criticismis that the people nost re-

sponsi bl e for professional football - the supporters - are dealt
with all too briefly. Not till the very last chapter, titled
"Never WAl k Alone? - Today's Supporters', is the subject given a

decent airing and, disappointingly, it is confined to the subject
of hooligani sm Moreover, while the research of others on hooli-
gans is faithfully surveyed, Wagg offers precious little comment
on it and barely any concl usion.

If supporters, though the financial backbone of profession-
alism were not crucial to developrments in post-war football then
this should have been nade clear. Supporters are too obvious a
feature in British football for their inportance, or |ack of
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inportance, to be left unexplained. Logic seems to indicate that
changes in nodern football were not due to supporters for, while
the post-war decline in cromds was |argely responsible for clubs
adopting the comercialism of 'consuner capitalismi in order to
survive, the decline in itself was due to the sane 'consuner
capitalismi providing workers with leisure alternatives outside of
football. This Wagg proposes but does not prove.

Not many books have seriously tried to deal with the history
of British football. The great mmjority have been concerned only
with 'who won what and when'. A few have successfully gone deeper
but they have concentrated on either different periods or issues
than those dealt with by Wagg. As such, his book is a pioneering
effort of good contenporary social history.

Phil Mosely
Sydney University

134



	LA84 Foundation Home Page
	LA84 Foundation Search Page
	Sporting Traditions, The Journal of the Australian Society for Sports History, Volume 1, Number 2, May 1984
	Contents
	Editorial Preface. 
	The Economic Development of the Victorian Football League 1960-1984. 
	The Melbourne Press and the Moscow Olympics. 
	Australian Sport 1984: A Barracker's View. 
	Sport and Politics: The (Gross) Anatomy of Their Relationships. 
	The Unasked Questions in Australian Tennis. 
	Review Essays
	Football is More Than a Game: Comments on Some Recent Histories of Victorian Football League Clubs. (Review Essay)
	"Chase Better Than a Yard Worse Than Last Gallery": Royal Tennis in the Antipodes. (Review Essay)

	Book Reviews
	William J, Baker, Sports in the Western World. (Book Review)
	Paul Bartrop, Scores, Crowds and Records: Statistics on the Victorian Football League Since 1945. (Book Review)
	Richard Cashman, Australian Cricket Crowds: The Attendance Cycle. Daily Figures 1877-1984. (Book Review)
	Richard Cashman, 'Ave a Go, Yer Mug: Australian Cricket Crowds from Larrikin to Ocker. (Book Review)
	Peter Corris, The Winning Side. (Book Review)
	Christopher Douglas, Douglas Jardine: Spartan Cricketer. (Book Review)
	K. F. Dyer and T. Dwyer, Running Out of Time: An Examination of the Improvement in Running Records. (Book Review)
	Jack Egan, Tennis, The Greats 1920-1960. (Book Review)
	David Frith, The Slow Men. (Book Review)
	Lena Hodges, A History of the New South Wales Women's Hockey Association 1908-1983. (Book Review)
	Maxwell L. Howell, and James McKay (eds.), Proceedings of the VII Commonwealth and International Conference on Sport, Physical Education, Recreation and Dance (Conference '82), vol. 9, Socio-Historical Perspectives. (Book Review)
	Garrie Hutchinson, From the Outer: Watching Football in the 80s. (Book Review)
	 Edwin Jaggard, The Premier Club: Cottesloe Surf Life Saving Club's Seventy Five Years. (Book Review)
	Ron McLean, Country Cracks: The Story of N. S. W. Country Tennis. (Book Review)
	Bill Murray, The Old Firm: Sectarianism, Sport and Society in Scotland. (Book Review)
	Ric Sissons and Brian Stoddart, Cricket and Empire: The 1932-33 Bodyline Tour of Australia. (Book Review)
	Graeme Kinross Smith, The Sweet Spot: One Hundred Years of Life and Tennis in Geelong. A Centenary History of the Geelong Lawn Tennis Club. (Book Review)
	Stephen Wagg, The Football World. A Contemporary Social History. (Book Review)

	Book Notes
	Ian Brayshaw, Caught Marsh Bowled Lillee. (Book Notes)
	Ted Dexter and David Lemon, A Walk to the Wicket. (Book Notes)
	James Lawton, The All American War Game. (Book Notes)

	Sporting Traditions Student Essay Prize. 
	Barrackers' Corner. 
	Notes on the Contributors. 


	Book Reviews: Book Reviews


