
BARRACKERS' CORNER

This section considers barracking in both the Australian

supportive and the English critical senses. Essentially we invite

comments on articles or reviews in Sporting Traditions, but these

columns are also open for readers' views on issues in sports

history or contemporary sport.

John Hatch, who will be elaborating at the Sporting Tradi-

tions Conference upon the views presented here, has responded to this

open invitation. The editor would be pleased to hear from others.

"For lovers of cricket, the 1984/85 Australian season has in

some ways been a sad one. Most of us would reluctantly admit that

we have been reduced to boredom by the surfeit of one-day matches

and many of us with longer memories have been saddened by the con-

tinued demise of the Sheffield Shield competition. Much has

changed in cricket in the past few years and much of this change

can be directly or indirectly attributed to the importance of tele-

vision. Cricket like many other sports has been caught in a cruel

dilemma, survive and thrive through television or slowly die with-

out it. There really has been no choice!

Some changes however seem to have been independent of the

influence of television. One in particular has "offended" some

cricket followers, and yet by mistaken logic and apathy it has been

largely accepted. I refer to the almost universal use of helmets

for batsmen and at times for fielders. Simplistically one can

defend it on the basis that serious injuries do occur and that

they are in no sense one of the objectives of the game, and that

wearing helmets will reduce their occurrence. This argument would

seem to be unexceptionable. Highly intelligent and thoughtful

cricketers, like Mike Brearley, have set forth such arguments.

The weakness is that there are several solutions to this

problem and the solution adopted, helmets, actually avoids the real

issue, and I would claim that it also subtly allows or perhaps even

leads to "undesirable" developments in the game. The notion of

what is "undesirable" is highly judgemental, but one could certain-

ly claim that the changes have been unplanned and even unanticipated

by most of us.
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Consider the basic problem. Batsmen get injured for a variety

of reasons. We might identify the four apparently most important

ingredients, the pitch, the batsman, the bowler and the rules of

the game, both the explicit rules and particularly in cricket, the

implicit rules or mores of the game. All or any of these factors

can contribute to unnecessary and ugly injuries. Clearly pitches

should be true, batsmen competent and bowlers allowed to bowl as

fast as possible. If we accept these as constraints, what further

can we do to solve the problem.

In general, injuries to batsmen do not result from the

bowler's pace on a true wicket, but rather from short of a length

bowling, which we might note is not really directed at the stumps,

in the sense that it would not hit them. Protecting the batsman

basically makes such bowling acceptable. Unfashionable as it is to

say it, some of the success of the West Indies lies in the very

fact that not only do they bowl quickly, but some of them also con-

sistently bowl short of a length. One should immediately add that

Lillee and Thomson were early exponents of this method, at least

in its recent expression.

One might ask, what harm does the wearing of helmets produce.

Allowing that much of the argument is value-laden, one can say that

helmets permit and even justify persistent short-pitched bowling.

This tends to eliminate some of the more graceful and elegant

aspects of batting. It tends to convert cricket from a vertical-

swing game into a horizontal-swing game. One cannot prove that one

is better than the other, but one should at least be aware of this

"cost" of the helmet solution.

There is an alternative, though one which may require more

assumption of human (umpire) responsibility and less technology -

not fashionable nowadays. Without going into detail, control of

short-pitched bowling, without inhibiting genuine pace and variety

of fast bowling is not beyond the wit of man or the judgement of

first-class umpires. Such a solution would, I believe, largely

cure the immediate problem without introducing an unplanned and

probably unwanted change in the way that the game is played."

John Hatch
Adelaide

138


	LA84 Foundation Home Page
	LA84 Foundation Search Page
	Sporting Traditions, The Journal of the Australian Society for Sports History, Volume 1, Number 2, May 1984
	Contents
	Editorial Preface. 
	The Economic Development of the Victorian Football League 1960-1984. 
	The Melbourne Press and the Moscow Olympics. 
	Australian Sport 1984: A Barracker's View. 
	Sport and Politics: The (Gross) Anatomy of Their Relationships. 
	The Unasked Questions in Australian Tennis. 
	Review Essays
	Football is More Than a Game: Comments on Some Recent Histories of Victorian Football League Clubs. (Review Essay)
	"Chase Better Than a Yard Worse Than Last Gallery": Royal Tennis in the Antipodes. (Review Essay)

	Book Reviews
	William J, Baker, Sports in the Western World. (Book Review)
	Paul Bartrop, Scores, Crowds and Records: Statistics on the Victorian Football League Since 1945. (Book Review)
	Richard Cashman, Australian Cricket Crowds: The Attendance Cycle. Daily Figures 1877-1984. (Book Review)
	Richard Cashman, 'Ave a Go, Yer Mug: Australian Cricket Crowds from Larrikin to Ocker. (Book Review)
	Peter Corris, The Winning Side. (Book Review)
	Christopher Douglas, Douglas Jardine: Spartan Cricketer. (Book Review)
	K. F. Dyer and T. Dwyer, Running Out of Time: An Examination of the Improvement in Running Records. (Book Review)
	Jack Egan, Tennis, The Greats 1920-1960. (Book Review)
	David Frith, The Slow Men. (Book Review)
	Lena Hodges, A History of the New South Wales Women's Hockey Association 1908-1983. (Book Review)
	Maxwell L. Howell, and James McKay (eds.), Proceedings of the VII Commonwealth and International Conference on Sport, Physical Education, Recreation and Dance (Conference '82), vol. 9, Socio-Historical Perspectives. (Book Review)
	Garrie Hutchinson, From the Outer: Watching Football in the 80s. (Book Review)
	 Edwin Jaggard, The Premier Club: Cottesloe Surf Life Saving Club's Seventy Five Years. (Book Review)
	Ron McLean, Country Cracks: The Story of N. S. W. Country Tennis. (Book Review)
	Bill Murray, The Old Firm: Sectarianism, Sport and Society in Scotland. (Book Review)
	Ric Sissons and Brian Stoddart, Cricket and Empire: The 1932-33 Bodyline Tour of Australia. (Book Review)
	Graeme Kinross Smith, The Sweet Spot: One Hundred Years of Life and Tennis in Geelong. A Centenary History of the Geelong Lawn Tennis Club. (Book Review)
	Stephen Wagg, The Football World. A Contemporary Social History. (Book Review)

	Book Notes
	Ian Brayshaw, Caught Marsh Bowled Lillee. (Book Notes)
	Ted Dexter and David Lemon, A Walk to the Wicket. (Book Notes)
	James Lawton, The All American War Game. (Book Notes)

	Sporting Traditions Student Essay Prize. 
	Barrackers' Corner. 
	Notes on the Contributors. 




