W.J. O'Reilly, 'Tiger': 60 Years of Cricket. Collins, Sydney, 1985.
Illus., pp.213. $19.95.

Bill O'Reilly, at the age of 80, has produced a most enter-
taining book, full of interesting anecdotes along with perceptive
and incisive comment, that any man 20 or 30 years younger would
have been proud of. Perhaps it has been beneficial that O'Reilly

has waited until now to write his autobiography, for it has given
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him ample time to ruminate on the state of the game from outside

the fence. Perhaps those that rush into print as soon as they re-

tire from active participation cannot view their impact on the game

in a detached and objective fashion. O'Reilly was born in 1905,
retired in 1945-46 and wrote his book in 1985; almost perfect sym-

metry that has surely given him almost unsurpassed status as a

critic. He entered the game when it was not uncommon to see a
spin-bowler open the bowling, and has survived to witness what he
considers to be the death-knell of spin-bowling through the in-

creased incidence of limited-overs cricket. If present-day admin-

istrators were to seek advice from those not involved with the

running of the game, they could do a lot worse than to put O'Reilly's
name at the top of the list.

By waiting until 1985 to record his thoughts, O'Reilly has
been able to reveal more of his antecedents. It was only since
1965 that he has become more familiar with his family history, and
it is with obvious pride that he traces the paths of the O'Reillys
in Australia from 1865. Considerable space is also set aside for
his experiences as a student at a teachers' college, then as a
teacher in Sydney and country New South Wales. Thus we learn not
only of O'Reilly the cricketer, but more importantly, of O'Reilly
the man; a well-rounded picture that makes the book so enjoyable.

There is still much, however, to sustain interest from a
cricketing point of view. We are told honestly of a certain cool-
ness in relations between O'Reilly and Bradman (despite both having
country origins), and the perfectly plausible reasons for it. As
the only surviving Australian who played in all five Tests of 1932-
33, O'Reilly pens his thoughts on 'Bodyline', and a surprising
sequel concerning the English captain in later years. His two

tours of England are recounted. Interspersed between the chrono-
logical narrative are chapters on his thoughts about leg-spin bowl-
ing, liquid intake during matches and captaincy. He does not

attempt to hide his admiration for his fellow Australian spin-

bowler, Clarrie Grimmett, and nearly 50 years later is still weep-
ing at the travesty that saw Grimmett excluded from the 1938 tour
of England.

In all, this is a book that entertains and informs. The two
dozen or so photographs add significantly to the story. But
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regrettably there 1s no statistical section. O'Reilly's pronoun-
cements are expressed forcibly and succinctly and despite the
entertainment value, he has intended that the content of the book
be taken seriously. Thus, the worth of the book is doubled, and in
the reviewers opinion, rates as one of the most successful autobio-

graphies in recent years.
Richard Finlay
West Hobart

114



	LA84 Foundation Home Page
	LA84 Foundation Search Page
	Sporting Traditions, The Journal of the Australian Society for Sports History, Volume 3, Number 1, November 1986
	Contents
	Editorial Preface. 
	The Cannons and Canberra. 
	Nineteenth Century Football and the Melbourne Press. 
	A.S.S.H. Sporting Traditions Conference VI
	Sport and the Law: A Guide to Recent Developments. 
	Cricket and Rational Economic Man
	Fluctuating VFL Attendances: Some insights From an Economic Analysis. 
	Review Essays
	Stoddart on Sport. (Review Essay)

	Book Reviews
	Robert C. Berry, William B. Gould, Paul D. Staudoher, Labor Relations in Professional Sport. (Book Review)
	Geoffrey Caldwell, Brian Haig, Mark Dickerson and Louise Sylvan (eds). Gambling in Australia (Book Review)
	Trevor R. Delaney, The Roots of Rugby League. (Book Review)
	Department of Sport, Recreation and Tourism and the Australian Sports Commission, Australian Sport: A Profile. (Book Review)
	Philip Derriman, True to the Blue: A History of the New South Wales Cricket Association. (Book Review)
	Arthur T. Johnson and James H. Frey (eds.), Government and Sport: The Public Policy Isssue. (Book Review)
	Joseph Johnson, Grand Slam Australia: The Story of the Australian Open Tennis Championships. Bruce Matthews Game, Set and Glory: A History of the Australian Tennis Championships. (Book Review)
	John J. MacAloon, This Great Symbol: Pierre de Coubertin and the Origins of the Modern Olympic Games. (Book Review)
	Alan McGilvray, The Game is not the Same. (Book Review)
	W. J. O’Reilly, 'Tiger' : 60 Years of Cricket. (Book Review)
	Gerald Pawle, R. E. S. Wyatt: Fighting Cricketer. (Book Review)
	Jack Pollard (ed.), After Stumps Were Drawn: The Best of Ray Robinson‘s Cricket Writing. (Book Review)
	Anton Rippon, Soccer: The Road to Crisis. (Book Review)
	Richard Stremski, Kill for Collingwood. (Book Review)
	Peter Wynne-Thomas, 'Give me Arthur' : A Biography of Arthur Shrewsbury. (Book Review)

	Sporting Traditions Student Essay Prize. 
	Barrackers' Corner. 
	Notes on the Contributors. 


	Book reviews: Book reviews


