BOOK NOTES

Robert Gate, The Struggle for the Ashes.  The History of Anglo-Australian
Rugby League Test Matches. The author, Ripponden, 1986. lllus.,
records, statistics, pp.xvi+187. $15 hard back. $10 soft cover
including air mail postage from author, Mount Pleasant Cottage,
Ripponden Bank, Ripponden, Sowerby Bridge, Yorkshire, England
HX6 4JL.

This is a valuable reference work. This Test-by-Test account
includes many useful statistics of each game: venue, players
and their club affiliation, referee, gate takings and crowd.

There are some intriguing figures in the end summary. Aust-
ralia has averaged 43,964 per Test compared with an England
crowd figure of just 22,596. The record Test crowd turned up at
Sydney on 6 June 1932. Test crowds have dropped markedly over
the past decade. In the period covered thirty-six players were
sent off: twenty-one Britons versus fifteen Australians and
twenty-nine forwards as against only seven backs.

There are also some useful notes. Until 1924 the term
'Australasia’ was often used because New Zealanders found places
in Australian tests and touring parties. The English side was
not styled ‘Great  Britain’ until the 1948-49 series: before

that teams were known variously as ‘The Northern Union' or
simply  ‘England’.

247



	LA84 Foundation Home Page
	LA84 Foundation Search Page
	Sporting Traditions, The Journal of the Australian Society for Sports History, Volume 5, Number 2, May 1989
	Contents
	Editorial Preface. 
	The Curse of the Kalahari: The North Sydney Bears and the Ghosts of 1921-1922. 
	Early Sporting Diplomacy: The Case of R. A. W. Green. 
	A.S.S.H. Studies in Sports History. 
	One Voice in the Wilderness: Richard Coombes and the Promotion of the Pan-Britannic Festival Concept in Australia 1891-1911. 
	The Development of Coach Education in Australia. 
	A.S.S.H. Student Essay and Dissertation Prizes. 
	Book Reviews.
	Richard Evans, Open Tennis: The First Twenty Years: The Players, the Politics, the Pressures, the Passion and the Great Matches. (Book Review)
	Allen Guttmann, A Whole New Ball Game: An Interpretation of American Sports. (Book Review)
	Chris Harte & Warwick Hadfield, Cricket Rebels. (Book Review)
	Kathleen E. McCrone, Sport and the Physical Emancipation of English Women, 1870-1914. (Book Review)
	Jack McHarg, Stan McCabe: The Man and His Cricket. (Book Review)
	A. Mancini & G. M. Hibbins, Running with the Ball: Football's Foster Father. (Book Review)
	W. F. Mandle, The Gaelic Athletic Association & Irish Nationalist Politics 1884-1924. (Book Review)
	Alan Metcalfe, Canada Learns to Play: the Emergence of Organized Sport 1807-1914. (Book Review)
	Ric Sissons, The Players: A Social History of the Professional Cricketer. (Book Review)

	Book Notes
	Robert Gate, The Struggle for the Ashes: The History of Anglo-Australian Rugby League Test Matches. (Book Notes)

	Notes on Contributors. 


	Book Notes: 


